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of the session, this body had been engaged in the 
discussion of another question of vital importance. 
After all this discussion, that bill had been laid 
upon the table, and this bill taken up in its place, 
and all the scenes which were enacted in regard to 
the army bill were to be reénacted over the loan 
pill, and in the face of declarations made from day 
to day in every part of that Chamber, that ever 
Senator was prepared to arres the Administra- 
tion in the prosecution of the war; and he would 
not doubt the sincerity of those declarations. Per- 
mit him again to ask, what had they done for the 
Administration? Had they given them men? No! 
Money? No! And if the course which gentle- 
men had adopted was to be persisted in, the session 
would run away without giving the Administration 
a single man, ora dollar in money. When the loan 
bill was under discussion yesterday, instead of gen- 
tlemen confining their attention to the merits of the 
bill, what course did they pursue? The whole 
world looking on, saw that the measure immediate- 
ly before the Senate, and requiring, according to the 
critical condition of the country, immediate action, 
was merely a masked battery, for getting at—what? 
not the condition of the country—not the condition 
of the treasury, which they were required to attend 
to; but for the purpose of carrying them back to 
the tariff of 1842, and to that measure—odious in 
the minds of their Opposition friends—the sub- 
treasury act. Was that the proper course for them 
to adopt, when the interests of the country were 
in peril, not to say in jeopardy? Was that the 
aay in which they were disposed to give the men 
and money for the prosecution of the war which 
the Administration asked for? Were the gentle- 
men in favor of doing it promptly, and would they, 
at the same time, employ their whole time in the 
discussion of measures which had already passed 
that body—passed in one of the most memorable 
and talented struggles which had ever taken place 
upon that floor; and in which debate there was no 
man more prominent or talented than the distin- 
guished Senator from Maine, [Mr. Evans,] who 
was now in hiseye? But that measure was now 
disposed of, and gentlemen were spending their 
time, not in the consideration of measures which 
the immediate wants of the country required. They 
were talking about the tariff of 42, and the sub- 
treasury—the one of which had been repealed, and 
the other become a law. Besides this, the gentle- 
man oceupied a great deal of time in congratulating 
himself upon the fulfilment of his prophecies. It 
might be that all these prophecies had been fulfil- 
led; but his friend from Maine must know one 
thing, that much the larger part of political pro- 
phets had to labor day and night for the purpose 
of bringing about the fulfilment of any prediction. 
Precisely what had happened els | aspen in 
similar cases. Was it necessary for the gentleman 
from Maine, or the gentleman from Delaware, to 
employ their talents in showing that the last 
sands of the treasury were running out? They 
all knew it, and they had learned it from higher 
authority. The question was not now, whether 
the treasury was empty, but how to replenish it. 
They all knew that it was empty, or about be- 
coming so, All admitted the fact that they wanted 
money, but how did they propose to get it? The 
only mode was the mode which the Government 
had recommended. It was such a mode as indi- 
viduals would resort to when in want. If the 
Government and its supporters had not advised 
the best means of effecting the object, he would 
ask the gentlemen who were so strenuous in op- 
posing this plan, to bring forward a better one. If 
they preferred a direct tax, or would oniy be satis- 
fied with a revival of the tariff of 1842, he would 
only “y that their hopes were as frail as a spider’s 
web, The tariff of 1842 would not be revived— 
that of 1846 would not be repealed. Gentlemen 
could not expect it. Hence gentlemen would effect 
nothing by holding up the benefit of the one, or the 
fancied evil of the other. . But it could not be that 
there would be this difference of opinion if all 
hearts were earnestly engaged in the accomplish- 
ment of the object before them, Did not gentle- 


men see that by advocating the revival of the tariff |! There was a treasury note then—it might be below 
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of 1842 they were engaged upon the wrong side? par—approaching the period of its redemption. 
Could they be blind to the fact that a struggle had |; ‘The Secretary of the Treasury might go and pur- 
been going on in all countries in which the sys- | chase that note, and pay it, and put it out the very 
tem of low duties had triumphed, and which was |, next day. Why should he doit? He might at 
likely to triumph in this country? Why were | any time be taking in these notes under the pro- 
they to accommodate their plans for raising this |, visions of the 8th and 12th sections taken together, 
loan to the banks and capitalists of this country? || and the very next day be issuing them again. He 
was very willing to give him the power to put 
out those notes which might come in through 
the custom-house; but he would not give him the 
of this measure at every step? If gentlemen were || power to purchase them at maturity whenever he 
to contend that it was fundamentally wrong, why || pleased, and put them out the nextday. He there- 
not bring forward a better onc? They would not || fore re in the 12th section, to strike out the 
give them their plan. He called upon them, in || word “ redeemed,”’ and insert the words * received 
the name of the country, to let them have theirs. || in payment of public dues prior to their maturity ;”’ 
If the design of gentlemen was to embarrass the || and in the 8th section to strike out the clause 
movements of the Administration—to procrastinate || giving the Secretary the power to purchase the 
the war—how could they do it more effectually || notes at par. There was no necessity for that par. 
than by the course they were pursuing? The Sen- |, They never would be in a situation to need it; and 
ator from Connecticut had said that his objection | it might put in a power to purelinse notes, not , 
to the bill was, this power to reissue the notes was || worth par, if the Secretary wished it, for the sake 
to be for two years and a half after—when? Did || of favoring the holders thereof, and then putting 
he know when the war would end? Did he wish |; them out the very next day. 
them to say when, and thus to induce Mexico to |} Mr. CASS said, he rose to express the sincere 
say, “* We'll wait till the greasury of the American || hope, that this bill might be allowed to pass, and 
Government is exhausted???’ That was the effect || that it might be allowed to pass without having 
of his argument. Was that amendment, then, cal- || any other proposition attached to it. The crisis 
culated to answer any portion of the demands of || of the country was inevitable; and their hesitancy 
the public interests? “He could not see how. He || to meet it, would injure them both at home and 
hoped, therefore, that this measure would be adopt- i] abroad. He had this morning taken the trouble 
ed without the amendment, and that when it should || to compare this act with the acts for a similar pur- 
have been thus disposed of, that the other impor- || pose of 1814 and 1837; and he might have contin- 
tant measure, the army bill, would be taken up and || ved the investigation with the intermediate acts, 
promptly disposed of. || but it was unnecessary; and he found in those acts 
The question was then taken on the amendment || substantially the provisions of the present one. 
of Mr. Hluntineton, and decided in the negative || There were some changes, but they were unim- 
by yeas and nays, as follows: || portant, and all the acts went upon the same gen- 
AS Ta I Re aera, ay ee 'eral principles—all guarded the treasury in the 
Clayton, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Day- || 8#me general way. He repeated the hope, there- 
ton, Evans, Greene, Hunt ngton, Jarnagin, Johnson of Lou- || fore, that this bill might be allowed to pass sub- 
isiana, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Pearee, Phelps, Sim- || stantially as it had passed the House of Represent- 
AWE Mesum. ANoo, Aobiey, Atchison Atherton, Bag. || atives. He would remark, that this ee 
by, ‘Benton, Breese, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Cameron, | plicated and difficult subject—this subject of the 
Cass, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegain, Houston, Lewis, Mason, |! revenue—this subject of providing for contribu- 
Niles, Rusk, Sevier, Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, Westcott, || tions to the public treasury; it was a vast and 
and Yulee—20. ' complicated subject, and he was well aware that 
Mr. EVANS then addressed the Chair. Iventure || they could not propose any bill, in which inge- 
to move an amendment, which I have thought | nious and able men would not find some prospec- 
Mr. BAGBY. I do not hear the gentleman. | tive difficulty; some fancied injury to the public. 
Mr. EVANS. I say I propose an amendment, || It was utterly gl yore to avoid it. What should 
though at the same time [ run the hazard of incur- they do, then? Let them go back to the dictates 
ring the censure of gentlemen on the other side of || of experience. They would then see that the loan 
the Chamber. This (he continued) was a bill to || was necessary. How should they get it? ‘The 
raise a loan by issuing treasury notes, and he be- |} President had told them. There was no man 
lieved had been strongly denounced. It scemed | among them—he had listened with great pleasure 
very important that all bills of this tind should be |! to the remarks of the honorable gentleman from 
very guarded and restricted. He could not say |} Maine—there was no man among them who un- 
that the provisions of this bill seemed to him sufi | derstood the subject better than he did. It was 
ciently guarded and restricted. These treasury || utterly impossible that, with his knowledge, he 
notes were to be redeemable in three different || might not find some difficulty in any bill which 
modes: First, they were payable at maturity; |} might be proposed. He did not, therefore, hazard 
second, they were then receivable for all public || the assertion of saying that some of the objections 
dues; third, the Seerctary was authorized at any || of the gentleman from Maine might not be so well 
time he pleased to buy them at par. In the treas- || founded that he might not make better. He sub- 
ury note bill of 1837—that original of all treasury |, mitted to gentlemen whether it was not better 
notes—they were not reissuable after redemption; |; to take the bill as it had stood from 1814 down to 
and great resistanee was made at that time to || the present time, than to procrastinate with the 
the proposal of conferring this power upon the || hope of making a better one, He would not de- 
Secretary. At the next session of Congress, he || lay the Senate long; yet there were some remarks 
said, he could not get along without that power, || which he wished tomake. A good deal had been 
for he collected all his revenues in treasury notes. || said about the levying of a specific tax, to which 
At the second session of Congress, when that || he might refer. But the Administration was re- 
bill was passed, a law was made making them || sponsible for the loan. They had told them 7 
reissuable when they came in. That was one || would get it upon terms to which they would wil- 
objection, but the twelfth section of this bill went |) lingly submit. 
farther than that. In lieu of the notes which Mr. EVANS. No! 
might be redeemed, it provided that other notes Mr. CASS. No, says the honorable gentleman. 
might be issued; so that the Secretary might re- Mr. EVANS. Wheredo youfind it? _ 
issue them under whatever circumstances they || Mr. CASS. In the terms of the call for it by 
were redeemed; whereas his own purpose was, ;| the Administration. ‘They might fail to get it, but 
that when the Secretary made a redemption of || they had good reason to expect.it. . Cireumstan- 
those notes, xpatuntapiy on his part, he might || ces might, however, overrule events so that they 
have power of issuing them again. it was never || would not get it. He knew that during the pro- 
intended to give him the power of redeeming the |, gress of financial difficulties in England it became 


He asked 


it was made their interest to do so? 

















notes out of the treasury, and then reissuing them. |} necessary to combine every loar with a _— 
Let them see, then, the danger of the provision. || tax. Why? Because that country was overioad- 
ed with expenses—in the midst of a tremendous 
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war—a war almost against the whole civilized | 


world—with a debt out of all manner of propor- 
tion. Hence it became necessary for them to resort 
to the measures referred to. But did any man 
believe that the faith of this great nation was 
not sufficient to raise this twenty-three millions? 
‘There was no necessity even for levying a tax 
upon tea and coffee simultancously with the pas- 
sage of this act. They could easily get it without. 
They had paid off two debts, and they could pay 
off another. He was prepared to levy any tax 
which the Administration might deem neceasary— 
within the limits of a wholesome discretion, of 
course—for the prosecution of the war; and it 
seermed to him that if there was any Senator among 
them—he did not believe there was one—who be- 
lieved that such a tax would not meet a ready 
support from the country, he believed they en- 
tirely underrated the patriotism of the people. 
He believed that when the exertions of the coun- 
try were called out by a just and necessary war, 
the people were prepared to submit to any meas- 
ure Which might be deemed necessary to increase 
the revenues. He was willing, therefore, to vote 
for any tax which might be found necessary; but 
the honorable Senator from Maine—if he rightly 
recollected him—said on yesterday that they had 
thrown away taxes upon tea, coffee, wine, and 
sundry other articles. Flow thrown it away? 
They had left them in the pockets of the people. 
"That was all the throwing away which there had 
been, 

But the remarks of the honorable gentleman, 
yesterday, seemed to convey a reproach to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and he considered it a 
specimen of self-contradiction that he had ever 
found and asked for a loan now, when he had said 
in his annual report that he should not want it 
until early in the spring. How long would it be 
before early in the spring? Some five or six weeks 
only. Was that too much time to take for procu- 
ring the loan? The words of the Secretary were, 
that “the first part of the loan should be nego- 
tiated early in the spring.” Early in the spring. 
Lie now appealed to them to pass that bill, in order 
to get the loan early in the spring. ‘They were 
now passing the bill to get it. He was afraid, if 
they procrastinated much farther, that it would be 
late in the spring, or advanced into the summer, 
before he would get it. He was afraid that pro- 
crastination was a part of the difficulty with them. 
As to the estimates of the Secretary, all that he 


could do was to make an approximation to the | 


estimates, ‘I'he territories of the country had been 
incggased since those estimates were made. His 
sphere of action had been enlarged. A war was 
to be carried on. How, then, could they hold him 
responsible for mathematical accuracy in making 
his estimates ? 
human reason to expect it. Even Pitt, and the 
most distinguished financiers of their own country, 
could not come within thousands upon thousands 
of the necessary expenses. This whole subject 
might be summed up in one word, and that word 
contained all the apology which was necessary— 
they were now engaged in awar. They had now 
authorized it to be prosecuted, and to prosecute it 
required men and means. It seemed to him that 
there was no remedy before them but a vigorous 
prosecution of the war; but, as to the direction of the 
war, he doubted whether they could tell the Presi- 
dent precisely how he should carry it on. He 


doubted exceedingly whether they could say to the | 


It was not within the bounds of 


President that he must carry on the war in such | 


and such a manner. War brought with it certain 


constitutional incidents. Now, he recollected very | 
well that a certain honorable gentleman not then | 


in his seat, but still a member of that body, warned 
them of the consequences of their eternal talking 
about peace—that the sending of minister after 


minister would only be mistaken by the Mexican | 


people—that they would attribute the good inten- | 
tions of the United States to weakness, and that | 


the consequence would be that the settlement 
would be greatly procrastinated. It appeared that 
that had actually been the result. He (Mr. C.) 
was prepared at any time to discuss the project of 
withdrawing the troops and blockading the coasts 
of Mexico. He thought it could be shown that 
such a proposition could never be received—that it 
would a and dishonor the country, and in- 
evitably lead to a protracted war. Mexico had 
actually nailed her colors to the mast!) What was 


to be expected from such propositions? They 


THE CONGRESS! 


‘such an idea never entered into his mind. He 


were not remedies—they would remedy nothing. | 
They were noteven palliatives. They were prov- || 
ocations. They would provoke the wonder and 
contempt of the world and raise the hopes of the 
enemies of freedom. It would look as if the Uni- 
ted States were halting in their opinion, as though 
they had undertaken a task which it was beyond 
their power to accomplish. It was his opinion 
that nothing remained for the United States but a 
vigorous, prompt, straightforward, oldfashioned |, 
prosecution of the war. 7 

Mr. MANGUM. Will the honorable Senator 
permit me to interrupt him for a moment? The 
Senator has remarked that we are indirectly mani- 
festing a hesitation of purpose or opinion. I desire | 


_to know whether that remark was made in refer- || 


ence at all to gentlemen on this side of the Cham- | 
ber? 
Mr. CASS would answer, most distinctly, that 


trusted that the honorable gentleman from North | 
Carolina knew him better. 

Mr. MANGUM. I merely wished to obviate | 
the possibility of any misconception. 

Mr. CASS had been merely speaking of the | 
effect which would be produced abroad. He hoped 
the explanation was satisfactory. 

Mr. MANGUM. Certainly, sir. 

Mr. CASS would repeat, then, that it seemed to | 
him that the oldfashioned mode was the only 
proper way in which the war should be prose- || 
euted, ° 
Mr. MANGUM (from his seat.) Yes—yes— || 
we go for that. 

Mr. CASS proceeded. The honorable gentle- 
man from Missouri, [Mr. Benton,] in his exposé | 

yesterday, had made only one remark with which | 
. (Mr. C.) did not agree. He (Mr. C.) did not 

want a commander-in-chief to be accompanied by 

any travelling peace commission, The United | 
States had fulfilled their duty to humanity, and the 

world, in reference to this war. Let them now 

fulfil their duty to themselves. Mexico knew how | 
she could get peace. She had exhibited a stub- | 
bornness which must be met by force. If she | 
wanted peace she knew how to obtain it at once. 

But every generous step taken by the United 

States had been misinterpreted by Mexico into a 

halting of opinion. If the United States sent a 

minister of peace, Mexico regarded the proceeding | 
as an indication of timidity. If the United States | 
met her half-way, Mexico objected that the agent | 
was called a minister, and nota commissioner! In 
conclusion, he had only to express the hope that 
the bill would pass, and pass speedily. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON then rose and said that 
insinuations had been thrown out as if somebody | 


| in that Chamber was opposed to a vigorous prose: | 


, prosecution of the war, and the honorable gentle- 


prosecution of the war. 


| passed away, and a measure was before them for 


| regulars and volunteers. 


cution of the war. He did not like to return re- |, 
crimination for recrimination. He did not like to || 
engage in a war of words with honorable gentle- | 
men on the other side of the Chamber, but he | 
would put it to the country to examine the pro- 
ceedings of that body as presented in the report | 
daily published to the world, and then pronounce 

whether there was aught to justify that insinua- | 
tion. The gentleman talked about a vigorous 


man from Michigan spoke of an oldfashioned | 
That honorable Senator 
appeared to think that somebody or other had de- | 


viated from the course which he proposed and || 


recommended. Now, suppose they inquired for | 
a moment who it was that possessed the power of 
bringing forward and passing measures in that 
body? Not the minority! The majority had the 
inception of all these measures, and could pass 
them at any time according to its pleasure. It had 
the majority of all the committees in that body. It | 
had introduced what measures it had thought prop- | 
er for the vigorous prosecution of the war. But 
at what stage of the session had these measures 
been brought forward? Who was it—if any one 
there was—who had delayed a vigorous prosecu- |, 
tion of the war by censurable hesitation and oppo- |, 
sition? Why, two-thirds of the session had now 


\| 


raising twenty-eight millions of dollars by treasury |, 
notes, and at the same advanced period a measure | 
was before them for the raising of ten regiments of | 
Why was it—he put it 
to the country—why was it that this great meas- 
ure, which the gentlemen opposite told them was 
indispensable for a vigorous prosecution of the war, 


NAL GLOBE 


_ gress of the debate. 


| tration, he should wait: 
| Senator on that floor said he could amend that bill, 


/acter to which he had allud 
| amendments which, in their judgment, were neces- 








Jan. 26, 


had been brought forward only at such a late ne. 
riod of the session? Who had delayed jt til} that 
moment? Would anybody believe that the minor. 


ity in that body had prevented gentlemen on the 
opposite side from bringing forward those meas. 


ures at an earlier period? Would anybody believe 


| that it was in the power of the minority to prevent 


gentlemen on the opposite side from bringing for. 
ward those measures at their own time? W 
(Mr. C.) undertook to say that gentlemen op 
had brought forward the bill to augment the 


hy he 
posite 
regu. 


‘lar force at such an advanced period of the session 
| that if it were ‘passed, it could have no effect on 
errs campaign in Mexico. 

r. 


MANGUM, (in his seat.) Certainly, it 

must be unavailable. : 
Mr. CLAYTON. The additional force to he 
raised could not reach Mexico till after the vomito 


| had set in. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN, (in his seat.) You mean 
the present campaign? 

Mr. CLAYTON. Ofcourse; and yet, with all 
these facts staring them full in the face, gentlemen 
on the opposite side twitted him (Mr. C.) and his 
friends with preventing a vigorous prosecution of 
the war! If blame were to rest anywhere, it would 
rest on the heads of those whose duty it was, and 
who had the power, too, to bring forward that 
measure at an earlier period. And with regard to 
the other measure—that now immediately before 
the Senate—who had delayed its introduction or 
passage? Gentlemen Com had brought it for- 
ward, when, as he had already remarked, two- 
thirds of the session had passed away; and yet 
they now stood lecturing the minority because the 
bill had not instanter been passed and made a law! 
They were not willing to allow the minority even 
two days to discuss the subject! He (Mr. C.) 
doubted not the sincerity of honorable gentlemen 
on the other side when they undertook to say that 


_ they were in favor of a vigorous prosecution of the 
| war, nor would he permit any man to doubt his 


sincerity when he made similar declarations. It 
certainly had not been his fault that these measures 
had been brought forward at that late stage of the 
session. He had done nothing to delay the pro- 
And then, with regard to the 
course taken by his friends, he appealed to the 
recollection of all whether gentlemen on the oppo- 
site side, since the bill had been introduced, had 
not consumed more time than gentlemen on his 
side of the Chamber had in the investigation of 


| this new measure? Let them measure the speeches 
| which had been made by the hour-glass, or yard- 
‘stick, or any other known rule which could be 


adopted, and he challenged contradiction of the 


"assertion, that the gentlemen on the opposite side 


had taken more time than the minority had in de- 
bating this subject. But he blamed no man, on 
one side or the other, for stating his opinions on a 
*measure of such acknowledged and obvious impor- 
tance. He was thankful to every Senator for all 


the information which he could communicate in 
regard to this great measure; and notwithstanding 


all insinuations from any quarter in regard to that 
thing of delaying great measures of the Adminis- 
tiently, as long as any 


or make it really better for the country. He hoped 


| that the honorable Senator from Maine, [Mr. 


Evans,] and his friend from Connecticut, [Mr. 
Hunrincton,] who had engaged in the discussion, 
would not be deterred, by ny remarks of the char- 

lluded, from pressing all 


sary for the alteration and improvement of the bill. 


If they thought it was in their power to amend it, 


let them take all the time necessary, and he should, 
for one, be happy to hear them, and so also, 
as he believed, would the Senate of the United 
States. 

Mr. BAGBY then rose, and said that it appear- 
ed he had been guilty, unintentionally, of adminis- 
tering a rebuke to certain honorable Senators. He 
disclaimed all such intention. He was not accus- 
tomed to indulge in the language of rebuke or com- 

laint with regard to the conduct of any gentleman 
in that body. He did not conceive that any of the 
time of the body had been prodigally wasted. For 
himself, he had, up to that time, satisfied himself 
by simply voting, without trespassing on the time 
of the Senate by any remarks. Yet he was notin 
the habit of measuring time; and he stated it ex- 
plicitly, when up before, that he did not question 
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the sincerity of declarations on the other side of || 
the Chamber, because they had been made; but he | 
eaid then, and said now, that if their declarations— | 
to which he gave full credence—had not been made, 
he should have been unable to account for the delay 
which had attended this and similar important 
measures; and it was wholly immaterial to him | 
from what side of the Chamber, or what portion 
of the Chamber, the delay proceeded, the effect 
upon the condition of public affairs and the coun- 
try was precisely the same, whether the delay was 
jntentional or unintentional. He charged no gen- 
tleman there with being opposed to the prosecution 
of this war. But there was one thing which could 
not have escaped the attention of any gentleman, 
and especially of his friend from Delaware, [Mr. 
Ciavton.] Although they had been told from 
day to day that honorable gentlemen were in favor 
of voting all the men and all the money necessary | 
for a prosecution of the war, yet up to that time, | 
he asked, how had these declarations been followed 
up by acts? With all the good intentions of gen- 
tlemen—and he did not question the sincerity of 
those intentions—he asked if they had added one | 
man to the service—one dollar to the treasury ? || 
But the remark he was about to make was this: 
that although it was admitted to be a just war, 
and one for the vigorous prosecution of which Con- 
gress should provide ample means, yet ever and 
anon they heard significant allusions to the causes 
of the war. Gentlemen folded their arms and said: 
“We will support you in the prosecution of the | 
war, but we will not enter into a discussion now |} 
about the causes of the war.” He thought that if | 
the causes of the war did not justify it—if it were 
an unjust war—it would be still more unjust in its 
consequences, and he for one would not vote a | 
man ora dollar for the prosecution of a war which | 
had begun in injustice. He would not make bad 
worse. He would not make what was unjust in 
the beginning enormity in the end. But he did 
not rebuke any one. He intended to complain of 
nobody. In acourse of five years in this body, | 
(said the honorable Senator,) I have neither at- | 
tempted nor designed, nor should I ever treat any | 
member of this bedy with the slightest disrespect, || 
least of all the honorable gentleman from Dela- | 
ware. I treat him with disrespect! I complain } 
| 


of his course! I complain of the course of any 
honorable Senator! What right have I to com- 
plain? Should not I, above all others, satisfy my- |, 
self with a conscientious discharge of my own duty 
without turning lecturer to the gray heads and 
venerable experience of gentlemen on the other | 
side of this Chamber? 1 have not presumed to 
engage in any such a task as this. Although I 
have not done that, yet there is one thing which | 
I have done, and that I shall continue to do. I 
have expressed, and I shall continue to express, 
fully, the impressions made upon me, from day to || 
day, by what transpires in this Chamber. If I || 

| 


thought this war wrong, I would not give you 
a dollar to carry iton. I would unite in no call 
upon the citizens of the country to draw sword || 
and shoulder musket in its prosecution. But I | 
meant no disrespect to any gentleman in this Cham- | 
ber. I am entirely unconscious of intending any 
disrespect. I meant merely to express my own 
views, and would be the last man to withhold from || 
others the privilege of expressing their views to 
the fullest extent. I certainly claim no peculiar 
privilege for myself. 

Mr. MANGUM next addressed the Senate. 
He said he would not occupy much of the time of || 
the Senate. But hine illoew lachryne? The Sena- H 
tor from Alabama [Mr. Bacsy] did not advert to |) 
the distinction that when the country was engaged || 
in war—whatever the cause—whatever the blun- || 
ders—whatever the want of foresight—whatever | 
the lack of wisdom which had placed the country | 





i 

i 
in that position—it was still the country’s war, and | 
they must stand or fall by the country! They 
stood up for the country. They no longer had 1 
the alternative of peace or war. it was now war! | 
war '—nothing but a vigorous and a terrible war, | 
which was likely to bring peace to the country. | 


He thought that the period was past when they 
could ho 





for any arrangement—any adjustment 


of this difficulty, unless by putting forth the whole 
resources of the country, if necessary, in order to | 
bring it to an honorable and peaceful terminetion. | 
He believed that was the sentiment which anima- 


ted the members on his side of the Senate cham- 
bei. Much as they deplored the war—firmly as 


| the Chamber! 


| seemed to 
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they believed that the war. might have been avoided 
by a proper degree of forecast and wisdom—yet 
the country was involved, and the interests of the 
country were involved, and they could never com- 
promise the country’s honor, or jeopard the coun- 
try’s rights by any inaction or any half-measures, 
It was said that speedy action was required. ‘This 
bill had been under consideration at two sittings 
of the Senate, and this day was the second sitting. 
The bill for raising the ten regiments had been 
under consideration much longer than he, in his 
poor judgment, thought at all necessary. But, by 
reverting to the progress of that debate, with the 
various amendments—the various processes inter- 
posed for arresting a final vote on the subject, it 
would be found they originated mainly on the 


| other side of the Chamber. A definitive vote could 


have been taken on Friday night last but for the 
amendments proposed from the other side of the 
Chamber. 

A SENATOR. Thursday night. 

Mr. MANGUM. Yes—the vote miecht have 
been taken on Thursday night, but for the amend- 
ments which were presented on the other side of 
He did not recollect that any 
amendment was offered on his side of the Cham- 
ber, calculated either to arrest the progress of busi- 
ness, or to prevent the speedy and prompt deter- 


| mination of the subject under discussion. On his 


side of the Chamber repeated avowals were made 
that they were prepared to vote. The only occa- 
sion during that discussion on which he (Mr. M.) 


had occupied the time of the Senate, was to avow | 


his determination to sit any length of time which 


' gentlemen thought necessary, if the matter would 
be brought toa conclusion on the evening on which | 


that avowal was made. There was no desire on 
his side of the Chamber to arrest speedy action. 


None at all. On the contrary, if anything indi- | 
|, cated oon or indisposition to speedy action, it 
1im that it had not been evinced on his | 


side of the Chamber. In his poor judgment he 
belived that as this war could be only brought to a 
termination by a vigorous and prompt and power- 


| ful effort, it should have been made earlier in the 


session, and much more force than even what was 
asked for should be precipitated upon Mexico, 
He hoped once for all to clear his skirts of any 


| imputation of throwing the slightest impediment 
| in the way of the efforts of the Administration— 
| to use the slang phrase of the time—*‘ to conquer 


a peace.’? He went farther. He desired to ex- 


press, and ona more fitting occasion than the pres- 


ent he should express, some views upon the gen- || 


eral subject. But he understood from the honor- 
able chairman of the Committee on Finance, that 
a day’s delay would be pernicious to the public 
interest. He should not advert to the rapidity— 
the hair-trigger rapidity with which this great 
measure had passed the other House. It was the 
habit of the Senate to deliberate. It had hitherto 
been the habit of the Senate to consider great 


| propositions. And when the greatest measure of 


the session did not pass at a single sitting, were 
they to sit there and listen to imputations, which, 
however courteously expressed, were still imputa- 
tions? Were they therefore to be obliged to sub- 
mit to the lash direct, though perhaps it might not 
be a knotted thong? They did not want any pro- 


tracted discussion on that subject on his side of the | 


Chamber. The briefest expositions had thus far 
been made of the amendments which had been 


| offered. If the debate should be prolonged. he 
| apprehended that it would be prolonged be gentle- | 


men on the other side of the Chamber. As for 


himself he was now prepared to vote on every | 


proposition before the Senate. 
Mr. SPEIGHT then rose and said, that he did 


| not design to participate in the debate, but to ask || 


the attention of the Senate to the amendment be- 
fore them, and should content himself with remark- 
ing that he considered that, if adopted, that amend- 
ment would be fatal to the practical operation of 
the law. The intention of the law was to keep 


out in circulation the amount of treasury notes to | 


be issued over and above the other resources of 
the Government, Well, any law or any amend- 
ment which went to curtail that would be fatal to 
the operation of the bill. The remark of the Sen- 
ator from Maine with respect to the law hitherto 
issuing treasury notes, was not applicable to the 
case. The present was a war measure. He was 
ready to vote, and if any other speeches were 
made, it would nat be by him, any farther than 


the briefest explanation of his views on amend- 
ments which might be offered. 

Mr. EVANS then rose and said, that the matter 
before the Senate was, he believed, the amendment 
which had been offered by himself. Gentlemen 
on the opposite side had spoken at length; but none 
of them, he was sorry to say, had spoken to the 
amendment. The Senator from Michigan [Mr. 
Cass] indeed gave the strongest evidence that the 
bill should pass instantly, by discussing matters 
with which the bill had not the slightest connexion ! 
That gentleman had evidently come with a speech 
prepared in answer to some desultory remarks 
which he (Mr. E.) had been obliged to make yes: 
terday, but which the honorable Senator had yet 
deemed worthy of his calm serutiny and studied 
examination in a prepared reply! ‘And then he 
(Mr. E.) was told that if a single syllable was 
uttered in explanation of his amendment, or what 
he had said before, he would be taking part with 
the enemies of the country. 

Mr. BADGER. Giving them “aid and com- 
fort.”’ 

Mr. EVANS. Yes: giving them ‘aid and com- 
fort.”? He had almost forgotten the orthodox phrase" 
If he said a word in explanation he would be liable, 
it seemed, to the charge of delaying and impeding 
great public measures. He was told that he was 
bound to sit there and take a measure simply be- 
cause the Administration was responsible for it. 
The Administration asked for this, and the Senate 

/ was bound to comply at once—without delibera 
tion—without discussion! Diseussion! What! 
Presume to discuss a measure which the Adminis- 
tration had offered for their aceeptance! It was 
preposterous! Oh! no—by no means should they 
discuss it. They were to take what was sent 

| them, and be thankful. Why not discharge their 
committees forthwith? Indeed, why not disband 
the Senate and Congress altogether? Practically 
it was coming to that. “ The Administration was 
| resposible; the Administration had formed its 
vans; the Administration could carry out its views, 
Vhat business had the Senate, or anybody else to 
discuss the measures of the Administration?” If 
that were in accordance with the form and strue- 
ture of theirGovernment,so be it. Butif it were so 
— if it had come to this, that the Senate could not 
discuss anything—could not deliberate on anything 
—could not make any suggestions—could not ofler 
“any amendments—was it not fair that they should 
know it? Now, he proposed an amendment, and 
he asked them, ore and all, to tell him why, on its 
merits, that amendment should not be adopted ? 
Let them tell him wherein it was not greatly better 
than the bill,as it now stood? Let them discuss it, 
| examine it, show him that it was not right, and he 
should withdraw it at once. But let them not be 
| told, when they sought to improve this bill, that 
| they must not think of such a thing. But, was 
this the measure of the Administration? The gen- 
tleman from Michigan had said that he (Mr. E.) 
had imputed inconsistency to the Secretary of the 
Treasury; and the honorable Senator from Dela- 
ware appeared to entertain the same idea. He 
(Mr. E.) did no such thing. Did the Secretary 
| of the Treasury say that he had sent this bill? 
‘|| No. The Secretary of the Treasury, at the com- 
'mencement of the sesssion—as was his duty— 
reported plans for improving the revenue, that 
| was to raise more money by laying more duties. 
| The Secretary sent that recommendation, and fol- 
‘lowed it up in a short time by a letter which had 
| been published—and on which he (Mr. E.) could 
not at that moment place his hand; but it was 
addressed to the Committee of Ways and Means 
of the House, and having been entered on the 
|| Journals of that body was a public document—and 
in the letter the Secretary informed the commit- 
|| tee of the necessity of imposing additional duties. 
| This bill, then, was not the plan of the Secretary. 
|The Secretary said he did not want the twenty- 
| three millions of dollars except in the event that 
his plans would not meet with favor from Con- 
: : ann 

| gress. This, then, was not his plan. The Secre- 
| tary recommended the imposition of duties; and 

] 
t 


i 
' 
| 


so far from seeking to embarrass or defeat the 
Administration, he, (Mr. E.) in the remark which 
| he had made yesterday, had desired to point out 
|| how the public credit could be sustained and much 
\| larger sums be received from duties than were now 
‘| received. They were told over and over again 
that money was wanted to-day. The Secretary 
had not eaid so—not in any official document. 
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What he (Mr. E.) desired was, that the honorable || 
chairman of the Committee of Finance should tell | 
from what causes it happened that all the expecta- | 
tions of the Secretary of the Treasury, on the 9th || 


of December last, had proved utterly fallacious ? 
How was it? 


as he expected? Certainly no additional appro- | 
priations had been made, There was no greater | 
deficit in the treasury than had been expected by | 


him. 
fallen short, and that the Senator from Michigan 
said he spoke yesterday of the impossibility of 
making eatimates in such circumstances? That 


How, then, had it happened that they had | 


was the only thing which he (Mr. E.) had desired. | 


Hic desired the chairman of the Committee on 
Finance, and others, to say how it was that when 
they were anticipating only so much revenue and 
expenditure, they were so altogether wide of the 
mark? Experience was against it, and he desired 
to educe from that the natural consequence that no 
reliance could be placed in estimates of expendi- 
tures for the fiscal year ending June, 1848, and 
that these twenty-three millions of dollars would 
not be the means sufficient to-carry them through, 
for the purpose of showing genticmen that it was 
their duty to provide larger means. 

Mr. SPEIGHT here begged to interrupt him 
for the purpose of reminding him, that tf 
had not been reported till after the solemn decision 
of the other House that no tax would be laid on 
ten and coffee. 

Mr. EVANS continued. The main purport of 
his remarks was to show that they who had the re- 
sponsibility should maintain the public credit. He 
desired to avert the awful spectacle of prostrated 
pablic eredit. But the Senator from Michigan 
said there was no danger of that. The Adminis- 
tration “said they could get money!’ “ They 
could get a loan!”” When did they ever say so? 
He (Mr. E.) would like to see them point to any 
declarations on the part of the Administration that 
they could get money by this bill. 
trary, he found in the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, made at the commencement of the ses- 
sion, there was a distinct averment, that without 
the imposition of duties to maintain the public 
eredit, there was danger of very great difficulty 
in getting this loan! And he (Mr. E.) believed 
that, in the communication of the Secretary to the 


iis bill | 


On the con- | 


Had he obtained as much revenue | 


; 


ternal duties were also increased. That Congress 
exhausted every means of raising revenue before 
they resorted to the issue of notes. 


to pass this bill, and they would have all they 


wanted! This after they had refused to grant the | 


request of the Secretary of the Treasury when he 


desired other means, and when, after that refusal, | 


he told them that the public credit was in great 
danger! The gentleman from Florida [Mr. Wesr- 
corr] also thought there was no sort of danger— 


that the public credit could raise money enough. | 


So it could. So he (Mr. E.) had said yesterday, 
provided they used the proper means. But no 
government, neither this nor any other, could ever 
maintain public eredit by living on treasury notes 


—evidences of debt thrown out without the means | 
First let | 
them exhaust their energies in replenishing the | 
treasury, and then the public credit would be safe, | 


of sustaining them or redeeming them. 


and would be maintained. 

Mr. WESTCOTT then rose amid general cries 
of ** Question,” ** Question,”’ and said that he had 
seen nothing to change his opinion. 


The question was then taken on the amendment | 


| by yeas and nays, with the following result: 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Cilley, Thomas | 


Clayton, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Day- 
ton, Evans, Greene, Huntington, Jarnagin, Mangum, Miller, 
Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Simmons, Upham, Webster, 
Westcott, and Woodbridge—24. 


NAYS—Mesaers. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- | 


by, Breese, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Cameron, Cass, Chal- 


mers, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, Lewis, Mason, | 


Niles, Rusk, Sevier, Speight, Sturgeon, Turncy, and Yulee 


—25. 


Mr. SPEIGHT then offered an amendment, the | 


terms of which were not distintly heard; and, on 
Mr. WESTCOTT rising and making some re- 
marks in opposition to it, 


Mr. SPEIGHT said that to stop speech-making | 


on the amendment, he would withdraw it. 
Mr. SIMMONS moved to amend the 19th sec- 


tion as follows: 


| tenth line, after the word “ said,’? insert “treasury notes | 


| 


Committee of Ways and Means of the other || 


House, he had distinctly said, that without such | 


duties, it would be impossible to get such a loan, 
Now they were told by the gentleman from Mich- 
igan that Congress had nothing whatever to do 
with it. They were told so, when the Secretary 
of the Treasury himself had made such an an- 
nouncement as that to which he (Mr. E.) had just 
alluded; and when he asked them to do something 
to restore the eredit of the treasury, and they re- 


fused to do it, gentlemen still said that the Secre- || 


tary could get the loan! If Congress had the re- 


aponsibility to incur debts, Congress had also the | 


responsibility of obtaining the means to discharge 


after them. The Senator from Michigan said 
that he had compared the bill with the act of 1814, 
and did not see a great difference. 
point out the differences, 


In the second line of section 19, after the words * of the,” | 


insert “ treasury notes which may be issued, or the; at the 
end of the seventh line add “treasury notes or; in the 


or;” and in the cleventh line, after the word “ said.” insert 
“treasury notes or; so that the section would read as fol- 
lows: 

Src. 19. And he it further enacted, That for the payment 
of the treasury notes which may be issued, or the stock 


| which may be created under the provisions of this act, 


the sales of the publie lands are hereby pledged ; and it is 


| hereby made the duty of the Secretary of the Treasnry to 


use and apply all moneys whieh may be received into the 
treasury for the sales of the public lands after the first day of 


| January, eighteen hundred and forty-eight, first, to pay the 


interest on all treasury notes or stocks issued by virtue of 
this act; and, secondly, to use the balance of said receipts, 
after paying the interest aforesaid, in the purchase of said 


| treasury notes or stocks at their market value; Provided, 


No more than par shall be pxid for said treasury notes or 
stock, 

The object of his amendment, (said Mr. 8.) 
was to secure the pledge of the public land for the 


|, interest, as well as the principal of the stock which 
them; and if they repudiated the means, they could | 
not throw the responsibility of liquidation on the | 
Secretary, much less on those whe were to come | 


ut he did not | 
He (Mr. E.) believed | 


that in the act of 1814, there was no authority to || 
reissue these notes, after they were redeemed, out |! 


of the treasury. 


redeem treasury notes, which he was not bound to | 


redeem, that when he voluntarily took them in he 


| 


| redemption, were questions to which he desired to 


j 


sheuld be clothed with authority to put them out | 


again. Why allow the Seeretary to have the 
whole public treasury, raising or reducing the 
value of the public securities? 


It was enough if | 


they gave him power to reissue those which he | 
redeemed by compulsion—if he (Mr. E.) might so | 


speak—those for which he did not call. That was 
enough. But it seemed to him that the reference 
to the policy of 1814 might have suggested another 
thing to the honorable Senator. 
Congress do? Did they reduce dutiey? Was 
there any idea that the dower the duties Ahe more 
the revenue? He believed that in 1814 the duties 
were doubled. ae 

Mr. SIMMONS, (in his seat.) They were 
called “ double duties.’’ 


What -did that | 


Mr. EVANS. That was the way in which that | 


Congress maintained the public-credit; and the in- 


' v. Itseemed to him to be absurd || 
on the face of it, that when the Secretary should | 


it was proposed to create by this bill. Somesuch 
provision he thought would have a salutary effect 
upon the credit of the Government. He regarded 
this bill as of great importance. It appeared to 
him to be indispensable to keep up the credit of 
the Government; and to effect this object, he 
thought some means should be provided for the 


occasional redemption or purchase of these treas- | 


ury notes—but certainly there should be some 
security for the payment of the interest. What 
was the character of the circulating medium pro- 
posed by this bill, and what were the means of its 


call the attention of the Senate. There were no 


|| means here provided, except that these notes were f 
|| jury. to the public creditor and to the credit of the 


receivable in payment of public dues. He had no 
doubt that a moderate amount of treasury notes 
might be kept in good credit simply by being re- 
ceivable in payment for public dues; but the sum 
here proposed was vastly disproportioned to any 
demand for treasury notes for such a purpose, 
and therefore some means were required to absorb 
them. He thought~there should at least five 
million per annum appropriated for the absorption 
of such a debt to keep it at par in the community, 
and he should cheerfully vote for some measure to 
effect that object. He wished the Senator from 
Mississippi, (Mr. Bpeieut,] would make such a 
proposition, It should have his support. There 
was in this bill a plan proposed for the creation of 
a stock, as he understood, but the process through 


BE. 


Yet the Sen- | 
ator from Michigan told them that they had merely | 
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_ which these notes were to pass before they arrived 
there was two-fold. First, the creditor would take 
these notes from the Government, and then, as an 
inducement to hand them over as a permanent 

|, Stock, some provision was made for the payment 
of the interest on that stock; but he should Jike 

this better if the amount were limited to ten mil. 
lions. He believed that was as much as could 

possibly be kept out at par in this country. We 

_ have some data by which we can judve of treas. 

| ury notes as a medium by which the Government 

can sustain its credit on the community, and that 
| was by applying the same rule to this species of 
currency as to all other. And when they applied 
that rule, which was discovered by the operation 
of banking, they would find that the amount was 
less than ten millions that could be kept out under 
such a bill as this. Let any one look over the re- 
tarns of those banks which issued notes as a cur- 
| rency, and it would be seen that in less than sixty 
days, the amount came round. Now, would that 
apply to the Government? They wouid find that 
the | sake was in the receipt of about one 
hundred thousand dollars a day, and they must 
provide for absorbing these notes at that rate; if not 
| by the ordinary revenue, by a permanent loan. 
He had paid some little attention to this subject 
of a circulating medium when he had a connexion 
with an institution which issued notes for cireula- 
|| tion, and he knew the fact to be as he had stated it, 
| He knew, also, that it was so in relation to the 
notes of the New England banks, which were re- 
deemed every thirty days; and the same principle 
prevailed in relation to the issue of treasury notes 
for the last six years. About three or four mil- 
lions of dollars only could be kept out, that being 





about six or seven weeks’ receipts into the treasury; 
nor could more be kept out without some provision 
for their absorption. 

There was, however, here a distinction which 
did not apply to banks. These notes bear inter- 
est, which was an inducement to the holder to 
| retain them, which did not exist in reference to 
those that bore no interest. He knew that the 
|| banks in the State of Rhode Island, in 1837, issued 
/a circulation which was taken everywhere in the 
| payment ef debts, and thus they were kept in cir- 

culation. It was provided that if the banks refused 
to take them, the holders of those notes should 
hold them on interest. Some of the banks sup- 
| posing there was no particular necessity for specie, 
refused to redeem them, and they went down; and 
it was not until they were compelled to keep up 
those issues to the ordinary standard of the cur- 
| rency, that they could be maintained. One hun- 
dred thousand dollars a day was about the amount 
of the receipts of this Government, and that was 
| not sufficient to keep this amount of treasury notes 
_incirculation. If they meant to do it, they should 


| 
| 
| 
| 
j 
| 
| 
| 
1} 
| 
' 
| 
i 
| 


| provide some substantial means other than any 
| now proposed. As to the idea of keeping twenty- 
| eight millions in circulation, it was the most idle 
|| scheme ever put by the wildest financier on the 
|| country, with the idea of keeping them at par. He 
| believed no Senator was disposed to compel the 
|| public ereditor to take these treasury notes, but he 
| could see no other alternative, for if they were not 
| paid in treasury notes they would get no interest. 
| Fe believed it to be their duty to provide, as far 
|| as they could, the means to absorb these notes. 
This bill proposed a permanent stock of twenty 
' years, which would be, as it always was, an articie 
of sale—going up sixteen per cent. above, or down 
| Below par—over which the Government would 
| have no control; but treasury notes, by their very 
character, could be made similar to the circulation 
| of the country, and it would be destructive to them 
if they were not kept at par, besides being an in- 


| 
| 


| country. He wished, therefore, a special provis- 
ion to be put into this bill, to provide for the re- 
ceipt of treasury notes for land sales, and let those 
who invest money in this stock rely on the ordi- 
|| nary means of the Government. 
| eety amendment, however, which had been 
| suggested, had been looked upon by gentlemen on 
| the other side as designed to delay the passage of 
this bill; and they had been scolded by several 
_gentlemen for proposing to improve it, He had 
| not suggested any amendment that he did not 
| deem necessary to the successful working of this 
measure. The one he had now suggested, he be- 
} lieved was an improvement, though it was by no 
| means an adequate provision. Fle would’go-with 





: 


i a ee 











1847. 








the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Speieur,] for | 
any measure which would place at the disposal || 
of the Secretary of the Treasury sufficient means | 
to keep these notes at par. he Senator from | 
Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] when he was up a few || 
minutes since, seemed to make great complaint that |) 
this bill was delayed beyond yesterday, and he | 
thought it was likely to be delayed beyond to-day. || 
Now he (Mr. 8.) regarded this as one of the most || 
important measures that had been brought forward || 
since he had had the honor of a seat there. It goes || 
into our system of finance and financial policy on || 
a larger and more dangerous scale than any he had || 
ever known to be introduced. The Secretary of }) 
ihe Treasury said, some six weeks ago, that he 
could not negotiate a loan without more adequate 
provision for revenue; and yet the Senator from 

lichigan now told them he was authorized to say 
that the Administration could obtain this loan. 

Mr. CASS dissented. 

Mr. SIMMONS so understood the honorable 
Senator, that he knew the loan could be obtained. | 

{Mr. CASS was understood to assent to that, 
but not to the assertion, that he was authorized to 
make any statement. } 

Well, (said Mr. S.,) they were told distinctly last 
year, when they were called upon to vote hiantity for 
an issue of treasury notes, by the Senators opposite, 
that they should let the friends of the Administra- 
tion carry on the Government in their own way— 
the Administration was satisfied that the means 
provided would carry them on to the 30th of June, 
1847; and why, said Senators, do you wish them | 
to have more? Why, there were many of those 
who professed to understand the subject, who did 
not believe these means were adequate. Senators 
now saw that the means were not sufficient, and 
why, then, should they be charged with attempting 
toembarrass the Administration, by delaying its 
measures, when they simply sought to make them 
answer the purposes of the Administration? Hg 
did not, he confessed, see why the Senator from 
Michigan could regard their action as giving the 
impression to Mexico, that they were halting, in 








regard to the prosecution of this war. He had 
seen no hesitation on the part of Congress. That 
Senator said, they had been some weeks in ses- 
sion, and, as yet, there was not a dollar, nor a 
man, provided for the war. Had that Senator for- 
gotten that they had provided bounties for soldiers; 
and that they had been informed, that it had been 
the means of inlisting many men? That was one 
way to carry on the war, and it was found to be 
successful. This measure was not, as he had un- 
derstood yesterday, the measure of the department 
by which means it desired to carry on the Govern- 
ment; and, therefore, it behooved them to make it 
as perfect as possible. 

There was an allusion made yesterday to the 
financial system, as it was called, of the Secreta 
of the Treasury; and the Senator who made it 
challenged a comparison of that system with the 
system which it superseded. To that he should 
now allude, merely for the purpose of correcting a 
wrong impression which had been created, that the 
revenue system of 1842 was in a declining state, 
and that it was an inadequate system. That was 
urged here by every gentleman who spoke in de- 
fence of the new system. Now, he wished to call 
attention to the amount of imports under that sys- 
tem for the last three years, and every year of ‘its 
operation, to see how they could reconcile it with 
the declaration of Senators and the Secretary of 
the Treasury, in relation to that measure. 

The Secretary of the Treasury, in his annual re- 
port, spoke of it as “declining,” and said that ‘this 
‘decline was progressive, and arose from the pro- 
‘hibitory character of the specific duties as proved 
‘ by the table thereto annexed.” He further said: 
‘* As the specific duties, in their practical operation, 
‘were becoming every day more prohibitory, the 
‘revenue under the tariff of 1842 must have con- 
‘ tinued to sink so rapidly as soon to have caused 
‘a great deficit in time of peace, and thus have 
‘required ultimately a resort to direct taxes or 
‘excises to support the Government.’’ ‘The pro- 
hibitory character of that bill was characterized in 
strong language; but while the Secretary was giv- 
ing them that statement, what said the tables to 
which he referred them? He would refer to them 
to correct the impression which the Secretary’s 
peers might créate.' He would read the amount 
of imports, which he found in 1844 to have been 
eighty-three millions; in 1845 they were ninety- 
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five millions; and in 1846 they were ninety-six 
millions, in rourd numbets; being a continued in- 


| crease from the passage of the act down to the 
| present time. And as to the specific duties, which 


were marked out by the Secretary as so prohibi- 
tory, that a resort to direct taxation would have 


become necessary, how stood the facts? In 1844 || 


they were thirty-one millions, (leaving out the odd 
thousands;) in 1845 they were thirty-four millions; 


and in 1846 they were thirty-six millions; there | 


also being a continued increase from the passage 
of the bili until it was repealed. Such was the 
operation of an act which the Secretary of the 
Treasury represented as threatening to lead to di- 
rect taxes in time of peace; and for this a system 
was substituted on the principle that low duties 
produced more revenue. His principal purpose 
was to call the attention of the Senate to this mat- 
ter. He hoped, in conclusion, the Senator from 
Mississippi would permit the amendment which he 
had offered, to be made; and, also, that he would 
make some further provision of means to sustain 
the credit of these notes. 


Mr. SPEIGHT did not conceive that anything || 
| more than the faith of this great nation was neces- 
The notes | 
The land was |! 
pledged to redeem the stock. The Senator had | 


sary to give currency to these notes. 
would take care of themselves. 


put a question to him, and he would answer it, in | 
the peculiar manner of that section of the country || 


from which that Senator came, by asking another: 
If an amendment were cndponil 

on tea and coffee, would the Senator from Rhode 
Island vote for it? 


Mr. SIMMONS said, coupled with others, he | 


would, to raise revenue. He believed such taxes 
ought to be imposed. He desired to know if the 
Senator from Mississippi would vote for it? 

Mr. NILES concurred in the object which the 
Senator from Rhode Island had in view; which, 


as he understood it, was to keep up the credit of 


these treasury notes. That was a desirable object 
in every point of view. It was an object which 
involved considerations of justice. They should 
therefore shape this bill in such a way as would 
sustain their credit. The main consideration which 
could support the credit of these notes was their 
receivability for public dues. That, as the Sena- 


tor had remarked, would sustain the credit of a |! 


certain portion of them. What that portion would 
be he could not now say; but it would be less than 
the amount of their annual revenues. There was 
something else, too, by which the credit of these 
bills was to be maintained; and that was the au- 
thority given to the holder to convert them into 
stock, which would be an absorbent, and tend to 
take them out of the market, for notes converted 
into stock were not to be reissued. But a difficul- 
ty in his mind was, whether the notes would be 
converted into stock. The Senator from Maine 
yesterday thought not, because our stock would be 
at a depreciation. Now he conceived that those 
who looked ahead to the end of this war would 
have the sagacity to see, that thougly this stock 
may be below par in the market, it was at par at 
all times for their purposes, and that at the close 
of the war the stock would appreciate in the mar- 
ket. As these stocks would be productive of larger 
interest to the holders, he rather thought these 
notes would be funded to a considerable amount, 
but he nevertheless thought it was desirable to 
sustain their credit by the best means that could 
be afforded them. But what was the proposition 
of the Senator from Rhode Island? He proposed, 
for fear that the notes would not sustain their 
credit, that the security of the public lands should 
be extended to them as well as to the stock. And 
what would be the operation of this? Why it 
would take away one inducement to fund them, 
by placing them on the same ground as the stock 
was placed upon. As the bill now stands, those 
who hold them will have a motive to convert them 
into stock, ahd he was therefore inclined to think 
it was better as it is. 

Mr. WESTCOTT rose and said he desired to 
move to strike out the whole nineteenth section. 

Mr. SIMMONS then would withdraw his 
amendment. 

Mr. WESTCOTT then moved to strike out the 
nineteenth section. He objected to the Govern- 


‘ment becoming a paper bank, and to its turning the 


treasury into a pawnbroker’s machine. This, he 


believed, was thé first time since the establishment 
of the Government that an attempt had been made 


to impose a tax | 


|| to pawn the public property for any purpose what- 


ever, and he was opposed to its being done now. 

He thought it was sufficient to pledge the faith of 

the nation, and if that was not sufficient, no pledge 
|| of the public property would be effectual. He 
|| called the attention of the Senator from Pennsy!- 
| vania (Mr. Cameron] to this subject; and he called 
| oe that Senator to consider whether such a 
|| pledge of the public lands would preclude the giving 
| of bounty lands to the soldiers; and whether, when 
|| they again took up the army bill, and attempted to 
‘| give such bounties, they would not be met with 
| this pledge as precluding the giving of such boun- 
|| ties without a violation of the public faith. He 
|| pointed out several other objections to the section, 
|| contended that the notes should be transferable on 
|| delivery alone, pointed out several incongruities, 
‘| and objected to the whole section as a humbug. 

‘The question was then taken on his amendment, 
and it was negatived. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN then moved the following 
amendment: 

j Add at the end of the nineteenth section: 

“ Provided, That nothing in this section contained shall be 
| understood to deprive Congress of the power to grant boun 
ties in land for military services.”? 

Mr. C. feared the bill, as it stood, might be con- 
strued to prevent the giving of bounty lands, which 
|| he thought it wise to reserve to the Government. 
Mr. SEVIER said they never had been prevent- 
/ed either lowering or changing the price of the 
‘lands, of making donations to the new States, and 
\| he hoped the amendment would be withdrawn. 
| Mr. BREESE reminded the Senator from Ken- 
_tucky of the course pursued in relation to the 


|| pledges of public land both in the revolutionary 
\| and in the last war, during which time liberal boun- 
|| ties were given to the soldiers, as well as dona- 
|| tions to the States, and the passage of preémption 
|| laws. He objected more particularly to this amend- 
|| ment, because while it reserved power on one sub- 
|| ject, it would be construed as excluding any other 
|| disposition of the lands. 
Mr. CALHOUN very briefly expressed the 
same views. 


Mr. CHALMERS desired to give land to the 
|| soldier, and therefore he should vote against this 


' 


| 
1 
| 
| 
} 
i 
} 
| 
} 
i 
} 
j 
| 
j 


| amendment. ° 
|| Mr. ALLEN said he should vote against this 
|; amendment; but he did not mean by this to be 
| understood as being opposed to the making of do- 
| nations to the soldier. He should vote against the 
amendment—then for the bill, then for the gradua- 
tion bill, then for the preémption bill, and for such 
bills, at the proper times, as should make dona- 
tions, according to the practice of this Government, 
|| of lands to new States, and for every other meas- 
| ure which shall have the effect of settling the land 
|| most speedily by an industrious population. 
| Mr. CRI NDEN asked for the yeas and 
nays, and they were ordered; and being taken, 
| resulted—yeas 23, nays 25, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Berrien, Cameron, Cilley, T. 
Clayton, John M., Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Day- 
ton, Evans, Greene, Huntington, Jarnagin, Mangum, Miller 
Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Rusk, Simmons, Upham, and 
Teobster—23. 
| WAY S_Messre. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Ather- 
1 ton, Bagby, Benton, Breese, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Cass, 
1 Chalmers, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, Lewis, Ma- 
| 
i} 





son, Niles, Sevier, Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, and Yulee— 
5. 

|| There being no further amendment, the bill was 
reported to the Senate; and the question recurred 
on concurring in the amendments made as in com- 
|| mittee of the whole—first, on striking out the words 
| all other persons.”’ 

Mr. SPEIGHT called for the yeas and nays on 
the —— of concurrence, and they were or- 
dered. 

Mr. CAMERON said he voted for this amend- 
ment in committee of the whole, but he should now 
vote to disagree, with a view to hurry the bill 
through, and in the expectation that the amend- 
ment could be provided for in some other bili. 

After a few words from Mr. CALHOUN and 
Mr. CASS, the amendment was non-concurred in 
—yeas 23, nays 26, as follows: 

YEAS—Mezsers. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Cilley, Thomas 
sage soe toa el ee tran ee, 
Mereheed” Pearee’ Phelps. Bikmoas Upham Westcott, 
and Woodbridge—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Benton, Brvese, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Cameron, Cass, 
Chalmers, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, Lewis, Ma- 
on, Niles, Rusk, Sevier, Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, and 

ee—26. 
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The other amendment, striking out the words 
“ not under par,’? was concurred In. 

Mr. EVANS said the bill would now have to go 
back to the House of Representatives; and, there- 
fore, to provide additional guards, he moved the 
following proviso, as an additional section, which 
wes ado pte d: 

“Sec. 2). And be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to report to Congress, 
atthe commencement ofeach session, the amount of treas- 
ury notes which have been issued under the provisions of 
this net; the amount redeemed, and the manner in which 
redeemed; the amount purchased, and of whom, and at 
whattime purchased; and the amount reissued, stating in 
lien of which redemption they are reissued, with the date 
of such reissuing, during the preceding year. 

The question recurred on engrossing the amend- 
ments for a third reading, which was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMERON moved that the bill have its 
third reading, 

Mr. EVANS. 
srossed, 

Mr. SPEIGHT suggested that the Senator from 
Pennsylvania had better withdraw his motion. 

Mr. CAMERON withdrew it accordingly. 

Che Senate then adjourned. 


The amendments are not en- 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
‘Tuxspay, January 26, 1847. 

‘The House, pursuant to previous order, met this 
day at eleven o’clock; and the Journal of yesterday 
was read and approved. 

Mr. H. T. Excerr, (Democrat,) member elect 
from the State of Mississippi, vice Mr. Jerrerson 
Davis, resigned, appeared, was qualified, and took 
his seat. 

_ On motion of Mr. BOYD, the Houfte resolved 
it self into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. MeCretvanp in the chair,) and 
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resumed the consideration of the ** bill to increase | 


the pay of the non-commissioned officers, musi- 
cians, and privates, of the army of the United 
States, and th¢ militia and volunteers in the service 
of the same, and allowing them bounty land in 
certain cases.”’ 

Mr. J.J. McDOWELL said that he did not rise 
to make a speech on the bill under consideration, 
but simply to say that he was in favor of the sub- 
stitute reported by the special committee raised on 
this subject a few days since, with a few amend- 
ments, which he believed would contribute to per- 
fecting it. ‘The amendment offered yesterday by 
Mr. Hovsron, of Alabama, to increase the pay of 
the soldier to ten dollars per month, met his appro- 
bation, and should receive his vote, upon the ground 
of its propriety and justice. The service of the 


Soldier is the hardest service performed by any 


other set of men in the employment of the Gov- 
ernment, and he conceived that this additional pay, 
with the land bounty proposed by the substitute, 
would approximate to something like justice to- 
wards these men. If this amendment, and one or 
two others of less moment, which will be proposed 
in due time, shall obtain, and be made part of the 
substitute, he would be pleased; but if they should 
fail, he would still vote for the substitute, although 
not precisely in the form he preferred. 

Mr. HARMANSON addressed the committee. 
He considered the substitute reported from the se- 
lect committee objectionable in one point at least. 
By it, ifa soldier was killed before he served twelve 
months, his widow or heirs received no extra com- 
pensation for his services. He was in favor of 
making a provision for such cases. 

Mr. WICK obtained the floor and said: 

Mr. Cuatmman: On yesterday, in discussing this 
bill, an honorable member from Kentucky [Mr. 
Tnomasson] asked the question, with much em- 
phasis, whether the Democratic party on this 
floor could be serious, or sincere, in their appa- 
rent advocacy of this measure? As an indication 
of the contrary, the honorable member alluded to 
the fact, that on two occasions during the last ses- 
sion of Congress a great number of those com- 
posing that party here voted, apparently, against 
propositions for raising the pay of the volunteers 
alone, to the exclusion of the militia and regular 
forces. 

Sir, I take this to myself. I am one of the 
Democratic party, and on one, or both, (no matter 
which,) of the occasions alluded to by the honor- 
able member, I yoted against the propositions for 


the raising of the pay of the volunteers—at least || 


| apparently; though I believe I could satisfy any 


| or expense of which no one could foresee. 


reasonable man that such votes were cast, not be- 
cause of opposition to the measure itself, but from 
other prudential considerations, and that, too, inde- 


pendently of subsequent action or votes on the | 


same subject, 

Sir, | was aware, when I gave the vote, or votes 
alluded to, that | was making myself liable to 
much misrepresentation, and equally aware that 
the occasion would not be suffered to pass here, or 
elsewhere. But | also know my motives and in- 
tentions were correct, and 1 was willing to trust 
the matter to time and the judgments of honest 
nen. 

It is true, sir, that at the time those votes were 
given we were just entering upon a war, the end 
And 
it is also true that we were bringing about the tariff 
reform to which the Democratic party stood pledged 
before the nation and the world; and under such 
circumstances, a prudent man might well pause 
before he would give a vote involving an increased 
probable expenditure of many millions, the meas- 
ure from which such expenditure would result 
being suddenly sprung upon us, and we forced to 
vote without time for consideration; for as I un- 


derstand the matter, the highest of our duties here | 


is, to guard the pockets of those we represent against 
unreasonable taxation, and the prodigal expendi- 
ture from which it must result. 

But, sir, although such a reason was sufficient 
io throw out at demagogues and malecontents, and 
was better than any motive of theirs deserved, yet 
it would, of itself, by no means have commanded 
my vote or votes given at last session, alluded to 


by the honorable member from Kentucky. Nor, || 
sir, will | now occupy the time of the committee | 
in stating all the other reasons which seemed to me | 
at the time amply sufficient to control my vote | 
against the propositions referred to, but will con- | 


tent myself with stating two, which will address 


themselves to the understanding of all reasonable | 


men. 

In the first place, the increase of pay provided 
for by the propositions of last session, was neither 
sufficiently valuable nor substantial to amount to a 
compensation to the gallant spirits who, on the first 
annunciation of a state of war, and that their ser- 
vices in the battle-field were wanted, rushed forth 
to encounter and endure the dangers of battle, and 
the poignant sufferings incident to inaction within 
sight of the enemy, the fatigues of marches, the 
dull routine of camp duty, exposure to the causes 
of disease, and the pains of sickness, far from home 
and friends; nor Was it sufficiently dignified as an 
expression of the sense of the country, concerning 
a patriotism and self-sacrifice so conspicuous and 
glorious. 1, together with many gentlemen on this 
side of the House, preferred thata substantial grant 
of land should either supersede, or accompany the 

»roposed increase of pay, as better accomplishing 
yoth the objects which | have stated. And for this 
reason, | and others voted against the propositions 


alluded to by the honorable member from Ken- || 


tucky. ‘This reason operated only upon our sense 
of discretionary duty. But another reason pre- 
sented itself which, so far as I am concerned, ad- 
dressed itself to a sterner conscientiousness; and 
patriotism commanded me to assume the responsi- 
bility incident to my station, even though the result 


_might be that, for a time, ‘mine enemy” might 


‘* rejoice over me,” and good and friendly minds, 
for a time, might misunderstand me. 

Sir, at the time when the propositions alluded to 
by the honorable member from Kentucky were 
presented, the companies of the regular army aver- 
aged but about thirty men each. We had just 
passed a law, on Executive recommendation, au- 
thorizing the filling up of those companies to 
eighty, or one hundred men. Experience had 
shown that to inlist men into the regular army 
was a difficult and tedious operation. While the 
volunteer service is always deemed highly honor- 
able, and is consequently arene the regular ser- 
vice was, at the time allu to by the honorable 
member from Kentucky, not popular, and inlist- 
ment was deemed a disparagement to the individual 
inlisting, and to his fees The regular army 
was fully officered, and the burden of that officer- 
ing must be borne at all events. By creating a 
distinetion between the pay of the volunteers and 
regulars, to the disadvantage of the latter, we 
would have increased the dis ing considera- 
tions already existing to the prejudice of the regu- 
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lar service so as to effectually put a stop to further 
| inlistments. I will not pause to ask if the propo- 
| sitions of last session would have been just to the 
| heroes of Palo Alto and of Resaca de la Palma 
I will not appeal to the heart in their favor; for. 
oor fellows, they are no one’s constituents, they 
ave no votes, nor friends who are voters, and 
the politician can therefore afford to forget they 
and there is no one to make a clamor for them. 
but I will ask if it is not clear that the effect of the 
proposition to raise the pay of the volunteers and 
not of the regular soldier, would have been fatal 
to the service of the country? Sir, this question 
must be answered in the affirmative. By such a 
measure we should have not only puta stop to fur- 
ther inlistment, as 1 have shown, but we would 
have begotten, in the various corps of the regular 
army, a spirit of discontent, leading to strifes, 
jealousies, and feuds, between the volunteer and 
regular corps, and to desertion of our flag in the 
hour of danger. Sir, I repeat, it would have been 
a fatal stab to the regular service, and to the har- 
mony, contentment, emulation, and discipline, of 
the whole army. 

Knowing that I was well watched by the small- 
potato gentry who claim the appellation of politi- 
cians, and which I will willingly award to them, 
in the bad sense, on condition that I may be per- 
mitted to deny their claim to the appellation, or 
| characteristics of statesmen, 1 embraced the first 
opportunity to offer a resolution, in accordance 
with the views which I have stated, and directing 
‘an inquiry, by the Committee on Military Affairs, 
| into the propriety of a suitable grant to the whole 
army, regulars and volunteers; for which see page 
1043 of the Congressional Globe of the first ses- 
sion of the 29th Congress. In due time the honor- 
able chairman of that committee [Mr. Haratson 
of Georgia,] reported a bill for the purpose desig- 
nated; for which see same volume, page 1086 of the 
Congressional Globe; and it is but justice to the 
honorable gentleman (Mr. Haratson] to say, that 
on some half dozen previous occasions he had en- 
| deavored, unsuccessfully, to obtain the leave of 
| the House to introduce the bill. It was near the 
| close of the session when this bill was introduced, 
| and it was left among the unfinished business, to 
| come up at the present session. And now, sir, 
neither out of place, nor out of season, but exactly 
| in both, we have the bill before us, much im- 
| proved, as I think. It embraces not only the vol- 
|| unteers and pagent but also drafted militia; thus 
| remedying a defect in the resolution offered b 
| myself, under which the bill was reported, ohisn 
|| escaped my memory at the moment of drafting it. 
| It not only grants land to, but it increases the pay 
|| of, all the corps of the army. In its present shape, 
|| orin any more liberal shape, resulting from amend- 
|| ment, it will receive my cheerful and heartfelt sup- 
|| port, stripped, as it is, of the objections which 
‘| commanded my vote adversely to the propositions 
|| of last session, alluded to by the honorable member 
| from Kentucky. 

Sir, I am glad that this opportunity is afforded 
| me, to prove, by speech and vote, that I am the 
|| friend of those gallant spirits, the volunteers, and 
| that, though I have not always felt myself bound 
_to expound my reasons for my votes of last ses- 
| sion, in answer to the ‘bald disjointed chat”’ or 
| scribble of ** popinjay’’ politicians, I am well able, 
_ at the proper time and in the proper place, to ‘* set 
|| the same forth in order,’’ for the consideration of 
|| just and candid men. 
| Sir, neither by demonstrations here, nor by figu- 
| ring and wire-pulling at home, am I engaged to the 
| support of this bill; but solely by a high sense of 
|| what is due to those who bare their bosoms to the 
| battle-storm, or encounter the tedious privations of 
| che camp, as well as to the dignity and honor of 
| the country. The boon which this bill tenders is 
| substantial; such as will fill up the ranks, and keep 
| them filled; such as a great and magnanimous peo- 
|| ple need not be ashamed of; such as the legislator 
_may point to, and, without a blush, say: “ It pass- 


| 
} 


| ed with my voice in its favor.”” 
| Sir, he who says that I am unfriendly to the vol- 
|| unteer, speaks without sense or reason. Five com- 
} panies of your volunteer army, now in Mexico, 
|| were raised in the district which 1 represent, and 
they and their fathers, brothers, and sons, are my 
constituents. In the person of a nephew, ** bone 
of my bone, and flesh of my flesh,” was among 
them: I say twas, because “ now he is not.’” Far 
i from home, and from those to whom, as son and 
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brother, he was dear, disease laid its withering || the most sincerely urged, is, that tea and coffee are 
hand upon him, and now his dust is mingling itself || included in the free list, and you are afraid the 


with that of his brother braves, in the humble cem- | 
etery on the banks of the Rio Grande. And there, 
too, reposes the dust of many a gallant son of In- 
diana, both known and unknown to me. Sleep on, 
my braves! Lost you may be to friends and kin- 
dred; but your memory is with them. Lost you 
may be to home and hearth; but your Maker, 
God, will find you. 

Mr. Chairman, this bill will, in some shape, be- 
come a law. 
consideration, after we shall have passed it. 1 hope 
the result of that ordeal will not be to make it less 
favorable to those for whose benefit it is intended 
than it now is. By its provisions a necessity for 
increased taxation is not created, for it exists inde- 

ndent of this bill; but such necessity is, by this 
measure of justice and policy, made more immi- 
nent and pressing; and it becomes our duty to 
think of this. Iam persuaded that, while our con- 
stituents expect us to pass this bill, they also expect | 
us to provide against an empty treasury at this 
juncture, and against the creation of an unwieldy 
public debt at exorbitant interest. I am quite sure 
they will not thank us for keeping our hands out 
of their pockets, while our army is likely to’suffer 
the prosecution of the war to become languid, and 
our national obligations to be hawked around the 
world’s market, at a discount, like a prodigal’s 
note-of-hand. 

Atan early day of the present session we were 
informed by the Executive, and more specifically 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, (whose special 
function it is to notify us of the existing and prox- 
imate wants of the Government,) that to carry on | 
the war and sustain the public credit, a resort to | 
further taxation would be necessary; and a duty 
upon the free list was recommended, as being the 
most certain and tangible mode of raising the de- | 
sired amount. How has this recommendation 
been treated here? Has it been considered? Not | 
a bit of it. It was cavalierly voted down—voted | 
down, sir! It died and was buried, unwept, un- | 
sung, and without funeral oration. It was done | 


for in such hot haste that I heard not that it was 
in the hands of the executioner till its head was 


ladies of the country will rise up in defence of 
| their tea and coffee pots. Ah! shame. You un- 
dervalue the ladies. You asked them for their 
sons, brothers, husbands, and lovers, to go, and 
endure the weary march and the restraints of mili- 
tary life, to hazard the copper shot and spears of 


| the Mexicans, and to march up to their batteries, 


and they gave them to you. ‘They sat up the long 


e- || night, and plied the busy needle, to prepare the 
It must pass the ordeal of senatorial || 


outfit of their loved ones, and as they marched 


| away to the Rio Grande, they cheered them on to 


duty and to glory. 


And now you are afraid to 
increase the price of their coffee a cent-and-a-balf a 
pound, and of their tea accordingly, for fear they 
may excite a mutiny in your political camps, and 


| you be left at home to make your livings by your 


farms, your trades, or your professions. 


Ah! 


| Bah! you do not understand the ladies of our 


country—or else | do not. Are you statesmen, 
willing to encounter proper responsibility, and, if 
need be, retire, for a time, from public life, to come 


| up again stronger than ever in the confidence of 


| your constituencies ? 


Or are you merely small- 


poe politicians, living upon the ephemeral popu- 


ar impulses of the moment, and eight dollars a 


| day? 


I have heard from other quarters the suggestion 


| that the needful amount could be raised more equi- 


| their constituents. 


tably by an increase of the general ratio of iaxa- 
tion fixed by the tariff of 1846, and this suggestion 
has come partly from the Opposition side of the 
House, and partly from members on this side of 
the House, who either voted against the tariff of 
1846, or voted for it with a discontent and grudg- 
ing, probably better understood here than among 
In either of the three cases the 
thing is transparent. There is a desire to bring 
into this Hall, and into the legislation of the coun- 


| try, in the guise of a revenue measure, the putrid 


i 


carcass of that tricky jade—that Federal stalking 
horse, *‘ in days of yore, when sense did snore,”’ 
ycleped Protection. ‘ 

Sir, the idea is absurd, with a reference to rev- 
enue. Already is your tariff of 1846 disproving 
the howlings of a thousand stump declaimers, and 


off. The honorable member from Illinois intro- || the jeremiades of a thousand false prophets, here, 


duced a resolution declaring against the measure, | 
and it was adopted sans ceremonie. 

Sir, it was in excellent taste for this resolution | 
to come from the honorable member from Illinois. | 
It was natural and proper that other honorable | 
members should stand back, and invest him with | 
the pontificals on the occasion of the sacrifice of 
this Executive call for support. Why? Verily, 
because of his remarkable economy as a legislator! 


Now, one of those honorable members, whose i 
| 


names are literally stereotyped into our journals 
and the newspapers of the dey, ; 


for instance, as the honorable chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr. McKay,} 
or the honorable member from Kentucky near me, 
(Mr. Boyp,]—could not have brought forward and 
sustained the resolution with a good grace, because | 
the legislator who votes for free expenditure, is 
also bound to vote for free, or rather high taxation, 
in ome to raise the means wherewith to be prod- 
igal. 

Oh, sir, what a delightful task it is to be a mem- 


i! largest amount of revenue. 
sty 


| 


| 
| 


as a mover of all | 
sorts of profligate and useless expenditure—such, || 


and elsewhere, by producing an increased revenue, 


thereby justifying the wisdom of the accomplished | 


political economist who suggested its principal de- 
tails, and sustaining the judgment of those by 
whose votes it became a law, and demonstrating, 
as nearly as such matters can be demonstrated, 
that its details are well adjusted to produce the 


rom other quarters we have had propositions 
for a resort to that old Federal measure, direct 
taxation! Yes, sir, direct taxation! Hear it, ye 
dwellers in our free and happy land! 
your legislators, rather than add tea and coffee to 


Some of | 


the list of dutiable articles, would bring on you | 


direct taxation, with all its Federal reminiscences, 
and its paraphernalia of executive patronage, its 


over the land, sticking their noses into your houses | 


to take inventories of your goods, chattels, rights, | 


| and credits! Yes, gentlemen, you must walk up 
| and be sworn as to your bank and other stocks, 

your money at interest, your watches, carriages 
‘and horses, distilleries, &c., and your wives and 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| million of collectors and other officials scattered 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ber of this. House, pocket a long mileage and per || daughters must be sworn before Uncle Sam’s 
diem, and vote for expenditures of public money, || gauger, and give in inventories of their earrings, 


and against taxation to raise the means to meet it. 
Superb! Oh! how the people will love, admire, 
and look up to, such a legislator! Sir, I knew a 
legislator of this stamp long ago. He served twen- | 
ty-one consecutive years in a State Legislature, | 





ull he was too old to serve any longer. He was | 


| pins, and lockets, and other bijouterie, the souve- 
nirs of their brothers, husbands, or lovers, or de- 
| scended as heirlooms from their great-grandmo- 
| thers. 


and coffee. 


All this you must submit to, rather than | 
| pay one-fifth more than you now do for your tea | 


asked how he managed to sustain himself so long. || Mr. Chairman, at the last session, and at the | 


He said his art was a secret, but he would com- || present one, I have sat at my desk, and heard spe- | 


municate it out of great good will to his friend. || cious propositions brought forward for the taxation 


He said: ‘* Never do you tell anybody. Ihav > | 
‘ent for the discovery.” ~ ° Pie 


| of certain articles indicating luxury, or wealth, or 


The people are fools. They | both, in the possessor, such as I have enumerated. 


‘ do not see but what a great deal of public money || I waited, expecting my elders and betters to ex- 
‘ be expended, without a corresponding increase of ion | pose these movements, by holding them up before 


‘ation. I always voted for enlarged expenditure, and | the country 


‘ against any increase of taxation.’’ 


Sir, I am of opinion that the heirs of the old | 


gentleman could well maintain an action against 


some of us for a violation of his patent. 
The objection to the tax recommended by the 
President and Secretary of the Treasury, which [ 


have heard most frequently, and I am persuaded 


and the House for what they are— 
direct taxation. 
well-informed movers of these propositions did not 
accompany these motions by any provisions for the 
' appointment of the necessary million of gaugers, 
excisemen, appraisers, commissioners, collectors, 





direct taxes cannot be collected, and consequently '' here and the eight dollars per day. 


‘| Opponents come into ! 
|| you, ye timid politicians, who ‘shiver .on tie 
It is true that the honorable and || . 


{ 
| 
| 
i 
i 





263 


the honorable movers of such propositions must 
be presumed to have had in their desks, ready pre- 
pared, a draft of a bill, providing for these officers 
and their salaries, to be introduced after the ex- 
pected adoption of their propositions for direct 
taxation. Humbug! thou art a science, and thy 
professors are many. 

Sir, it would, perhaps, ill become me, nota very 
old man, nor yet an old member of this House, nor 
even a very old member of the Democratic party, 
to characterize all this legislative fambling as mere 
pretext—pretence—a dodging of responsibility— 
political and moral cowardice and treachery. It 
would be disorderly for me to do so. But this I 
will say: this Congress and this House, at con- 
triving how to agree to disagree, to “* go around 
and around Robin Hood’s barn, and come in at 
the back door,’’ to talk, and vote, and meet and 
adjourn, make a great move and do nothing, and 
leave the Executive branch of the Government in 
a scrape, will bear away the palm from any as- 
sembly in this world, or the world below. 

Mr. Chairman, the Executive branch of the 
Government has done its duty. It has called for 
supplies, and suggested a plan for raising them. 
‘This House, as it seems at present, will neither 
adopt the mode recommonded, nor devise any other 
mode Each member offers his favorite proposi- 
tion—the one, I suppose, which will read the best 
in his corner of Buncombe—and then folds his 
hands, or takes his pen, and writes a lettter to his 
Buncombes, and seems to conclude, that if the brave 
army starve, or if we are driven out of Mexico, 
and our star-spangled banner draggled in Mexican 
mud for want of hands to uphold it, or if our 
national debt swells up to hundreds of millions, 
and if our national credit becomes the jeer and 
laughingstock of European bankers,—they are 


| not responsible, and they are safe for another term 
| here: for have they not offered a firstrate propo- 


| sition—for Buncombe? 


Is it their fault that the 


| House did not adopt their proposition? No, in- 


| in Buncombe! 


| may taper off! 





| France, Great Britain, and the 


deed! The House was bound to come to them. 
Come, let us adjourn, and get dinner! All’s well— 
The treasury is empty, the army 
may go unpaid, unfed, and unclothed—the war 
Who cares? All’s well—in Bun- 
combe! 

1 tell you that you are responsible—to your con- 
stituents: to your country, and to God. I beg 
pardon; you are not all responsible. ‘The honor- 
able members on the Whig side, I presume, judg- 
ing from their action, are sent here, not to sustain 
the country, but to break down the present Ad- 
ministration, and to endeavor to come into power 
themselves. Their philosophy teaches them that 
all the evils which I have described, together with 
a total defeat of our arms, and the loss of Texas, 
would be ‘blessings in disguise,’’ if they could 
be made the means of destroying the confidence of 
the country in the Democratic Administration and 
party, and restore Whig doctrines to ascendency, 


_ and themselves to power and place. But the Demo- 
| cratic majority in this House is responsibie. 


Sir, in all representative and free governments, 
ower is vested either in party or in corruption. 
Vhen there are no parties, corruption has full 
redicating this of 
nited States. In 


| President Monroe’s time, there was an era of good 


| 


because you will do neither one thing nor another, 
| 


| 
| sway. History sustains me in 
| 


feeling. Parties were extinct. Political corrup- 
tion was the order of the day, and prodigal ex- 
enditures and deep taxation were the consequence. 
ut for the war of 1812, and the Old Man of the 


| Hermitage, now gone to his reward, sustained Ly 
| the ** Magician’’ of Lindenwald and his compeers, 


the Government of this country would, by this 
time, have become a stench in the world’s nostril. 
John Tyler had no party. He governed by cor- 
ruption, scarcely disguised. : 

At the present juncture the Democratic party are 
in full possession of every branch of the Govern- 
ment, and is therefore responsible. And when, 


wer drops from your imbecile hands, and your 
caida i , wer, what will become of 


rink” of acup of tea, ‘and fear to launch” a 


Democratic commander of your armies, ready on 


&c.; but all the world knows that without them || count 


| you will be superseded. If 


Your districts will become Whig, and 
you have ers ih. 

the right thing fram love 0 
moral ee to do the righ g roses ho 
arties are 


the stocks? 


ry, at least do it in defence of 
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controlled by principle, and on a question of prin- 
ciple a party man must be uncompromising. But 
| questions of mere expediency, parties not 


upon al : 
only may but must compromise, or do nothing. 


Itresults that the Democratic party in this House | 
History 
justifies the conclusion that in reference to mere 
measures involving no radical principle, parties 
have almost universally found it easier to unite 
upon the basis of Executive recommendation, than 
And this conclusion in- | 
I will sustain each measure 
recommended by the Executive, and now before 
us, at least whenever a sufficient number of Demo- 
crats will vote with me to pass it, and most prob- 


must meet on some common ground, 


upon ae other ground. 
; 
dicates duty to me. 


ably in any event. Mr. Chairman, the question 
of supplies is not the only subject upon which the 


President has been deserted by his party on this 


floor during the present session. 


At an early day 


he ealled upon us to provide by law for the ap- 


pointment of a general officer to command the entire 


armies of the United States in the field of war 


operations. 


Any Whig or disinterested person would natu- 


rally expect that a Democratic Congress would 


seize upon such an occasion to place at the head of 
Yes, sir, | have said it—a 
Democrat; and if that be either treason or impru- 


the army a Democrat. 


dence, make the most of it! 
Does our experience here teach us that the war, 
or the measures adopted for its prosecution, re- 


ceives any efficient support from the Whig side of 


the House? The reverse altogether, except when 


a plume can be picked up for an individual ora | 
party cap. By what process of reasoning does any | 
gentleman come to the conclusion that a Whig at 


the head of our armies differs from a Whig in this 
Hall? Does his epaulettes change his nature? As 
a philosopher and practical man, | would not ex- 
pect him to sink the partisan in the patriot, in such 
a war as this of ours with Mexico, to the same 
extent that I would were the same a war waged in 
defence of our firesides and homes. In such a war 
as this, I would expeet him to imitate his compa- 
triots on the other side of this Hall, in a failure 
to take any hazard and responsibility upon bim- 
self, for fear of “ the enemy in his rear.” I should 


order, and not otherwise. 
be brave in the hour of danger. All our officers 
are brave. I should expect him to win victories 
with the aid of the army, and that he and his par- 


tisans would give the glory neither to the head that 


devised the plan of operations, and furnished the 
means, nor to the subalterns and privates doing 
the fighting, but to him, and to him only. And if 
he should meet with a mishap, or not reap the 
fruits of victory as thoroughly as might be, I should 


expect him to lay the blame at the door, not of 
untoward circumstance, but of the Government in | 


whose employment he is. 


And just the reverse of all this evil, which I | 


have predicated, would I expect of a Democrat, at 
the head of the army. So I read the book of 
human nature. Well, sir, we have had the oppor- 
tunity. Did we embrace it? Nota bitofit. The 
proposition sleeps on your table—to all appearance 
the sleep of death. The governments of Europe 
jeer you. 
And if the gentlemen on the other side of the House 
were not afraid of shaming you intoa discharge of 
your duty, they would wag their heads in ridicule 
of your shortsighted policy. They laugh in their 
sleeves, as itis. 
and a Democrat at the head of the army, they 


scullion decapitates a tenant of the dunghill. 


For this impracticahility of the majority here, I | 
) Perhaps some of that | 
majority are but half-baked Democrats—need grind- | 
ing over again. ‘To this may be added a little in- | 


am not bound to account. 


dividual ambition disappointed. State feuds and 
factious jealousy may come in for a share, and 
President-making in 1848 operates, mayhap, to 
clog the wheels. Such thinys | leave to be re- 


proved and punished by the people, posterity, his- | 
Sometimes it seems to me as if | 
some of us forget that we are members of one great | 


tory, and God, 


firm, each bound to exert himself for the common 
account; and that there is a kind*of peddling in 
small wares—such as Abolitionism and Nullifiea- 
tion, for instance—on individual account. 
but the other day that we contrived to get upa 


tempest in a teapot on the subject of the kind of 


_THE CONGRESS! 


ae him to move when sustained by a direct | 
I should expect him to | 


The philosophers of the world wonder. | 


It was || 





municipal laws to be established in the territory || thereof, making the 

which it is assumed we are to acquire, by cession |) 
or by force, as an indemnity from our unjust neigh- || as the Government ou 
| bors, the Mexicans! As if it were reduced to a |) to peril the 
| certainty that wisdom will die with this Congress, 
/and that no subsequent Congress will have the 
| temerity to overset matters of our ordaining, we 
| were called upon, as we were told, by northern 
opinion, to vote that no slavery should exist in || 
any portion of the territory to be acquired. Here- 
upon, some of our southern friends, feeling that 
| they have as good a right, and as good a will, to 
| expand themselves—in other words, to ** multiply 
| and replenish the carth,” as have their brethren in || 
the northern States, and that in such expansion 
have a right to carry with them every usage 
state of social existence to which they are 
| acestomed, and which they have been taught to 
| believe are right, or at least not wrong; and, more- 
| over, not having the fear of Faneuil Hall and Abi- 

gail Folsom before their eyes, made this Hall ring || 

with threats of disunion and secession—threats, | 


ae 
; an 


from which | must be excused for withholding my || 
respect, whether they come from Boston or Charles- 


ton—the Bay State or the Old Dominion. 


The result seems to be that the Democratic party 


in this Hall is incapable of united action, more 


because of certain local and personal peculiar idio- 


syncracies, which the owners nurse as the nursery- 


man nurses his vegetable pots, from habit, rather 
than from any rational preference, or respect for 


them. 


‘To the majority in this Hall, I would make one 
last appeal. 


ble of governing this country. 
the other side of the House need not smile. 


troybled by peculiar idiosyneracies and local no- 


tions than are we; and, as heretofore their hands 


would scarcely grasp the reins, before they would 
drop them again, the steeds would run away, and 
refuse to pall up, except at Democratic Hall, the 
old baiting and resting place of American sover- 
eignty. 

Make a last effort. 
because you cannot concede to one another, con- 
cede to the suggestions of the Executive; rally 
upon them, adopt them, and give joy to your par- 
tisans throughout the country, and carry confusion 
into the camp of your enemies, the Mexicans, and 
, of your opponents, the Whigs. I 

each will find one consolation in so doing. Itisa 
moderate consolation, but asure one. You cannot 
| do worse than todo nothing. If you mean to leave 


the Executive Government without the means of | 


carrying on the war, and so force a retreat upon, 
or within our conquests, you will not, by that in- 
direction, escape the judgment of mankind. 


| the hope that this Hall, in the next Congress, may 
| present a nominal Whig majority, or a practicable 
| Democratic majority, or that I may have no place 
in it, 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, said it was always 
| with reluctance that he rose to address the House 
or the committee, and he never did so unless he 
| felt it to be his imperative duty. He could not let 
| this opportunity pass, without giving his views 


| briefly upon the bill now under consideration. He 


| said that there was a peculiar propriety in his doing 
Were they in power, as you are, | 


so, for there are more of his constituents now in 


| the army in Mexico than from any other Congres- 
would off with his head with as little remorse as a | 


| sional district in the Union; and (said Mr. 8.) a 
| more patriotic and intelligent body of men cannot 
be found in any portion of our country. The bill 
under consideration was to fix the compensation 
of the gallant soldiers now fighting our battles in 
Mexico, and of other troops yet to be called into 
the service. 

Mr. 8. did not like the bill reported by the hon- 
orable gentleman from the Committee on Mili 
Affairs, [Mr. Boyp,]} nor the substitute reported 
by the select committee; and he certainly would 
not vote for either of these propositions, if any one 
more favorable to the soldier could be passed. He 
had submitted an amendment which, at the proper 
time, he should offeras a substitute for the original 
bill. He proposed to raise the pay of the non- 


commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, 
|| three dollars per month each, from the commence- 
‘| ment of the war with Mexico until the termination 


ONAL GLOBE. — 


If | have amused myself with your 
notions, I respect your persons, and acknowledge | 
to each the obligations of ‘* the law of kindness.”’ 
In the present condition of things, you are incapa- 
The gentlemen on | 
If | 
they ever again come into power, they will be more 


Concede! concede!! and | 


I am sure that | 


I conclude my remarks with the expression of 


| ator for his land warrant—say fifty dollars. 





| pay of the soldier ten dollars 
/permonth. This, he thought, was as small a sum 


ernment ought to ask her patriotic sons 
ir lives in defence of our national honor 
|| for, and it was perhaps as much as the state of 
| our finances would warrant the Government in 
|| promising to pay. He deprecated the policy which 
|, would refuse to pay liberally the gallant aiid chivak 
| rous soldiers who volunteer in the defence of the 
country; and he ventured the prediction that the 
people would pay, cheerfully and promptly, any 
and all debts necessarily incurred in the prosee 


; ; u- 
|, tion of this war. 


He might be told that ten do}. 
| lars per month for men, sick or well, with the care 
| taken of them by and at the expense of the Goy- 
| ernment, was high wages; but notwithstanding af] 
| the Government furnished them, and did for them 
| there were many things, both in sickness and in 
| health, that the soldier was obliged to buy at vey 

| exorbitant prices. It must be recollected that this 
war was being prosecuted in the enemy’s country, 
| and in a sickly country too, and where everything 
|| was extravagantly high. He was certain that no 
|, man would go into the army at ten dollars per 
|| month to make money, and he did not think that 
any gentleman could refuse to vote for that sum. 

| r. S. was in favor of giving to those who had 
‘inlisted or volunteered, or who might inlist or 
| volunteer, for five years, or during the war, a 
| bounty of fifteen dollars. To those who may here- 
after inlist or volunteer, this money will enable 
| them to procure such an outfit as will make them 
| comfortable in the camp. He proposed to give 
| grants of land to all those who had served, or 
} might serve, in the war with Mexico. To those 
| 





who have inlisted or volunteered to serve for a less 
| term than five years, or during the war, he would 
|| give one hundred and sixty acres of the public 
lands; and to those who volunteered or inlisted to 
serve for five years, or during the war, he would 
| give three hundred and twenty acres of Jand. 


| 


Whilst some gentlemen oppose an increase in 
the monthly pay of the army on account of the 
lean state of the treasury, they cannot urge that 
|| objection to making liberal grants of land to those 
'| who fight our battles. We can make these grants 
without feeling it. It will hardly be missed from 
‘| the millions of acres of the national domain now 
|| lying waste and unproductive. These lands will 
|| furnish homes to the brave men who march to the 
|| battle-field in the defence of their country, provided 
|| they are spared to retarn; and if not, it will go to 
their children or heirs. 

Was there a member, Mr. 8S. would ask, in that 
|| Hall, who would withhold these grants of land 
| from the noble and gallant men who leave their 
| homes, and kindred, and the thousand ties and 
| endearments which surroundéd them, and rally 
| under the flag of their country, to redress the many 
| and flagrant wrongs which we have received from 
| the insolent Mexicans? He hoped not. 
| The honorable gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vin- 
| TON] objected to grants of land being given to the 
| 


| 
} 
} 





soldiers, because speculators would buy up their 
warrants for little or nothing, and then, by throw- 
ing these warrants into the market, they would 





| cut off all ore into the treasury from the sales 


of the public lands. The honorable gentleman 
|| said he preferred giving to the soldiers ‘* stock 
| certificates,” bearing interest, for such sum as he 
resumed the soldier would realize from the — 
r. 
| S. said he thought the gentleman from Ohio mis- 
taken in relation to this matter. He believed 
speculators would shave “ stock certificates” at the 
same rate they would land warrants.. The war- 
rants issued to the soldiers should be in such form 
as to make them most available to the soldier. He 
should be left free to locate his warrant upon any 
lands belonging to the Government and subject 
to sale, and at such time as might best promote 
his interest or convenience. Any restrictions in 
relation to the location, or transfer of the warrant, 
would lessen the value of the grant, and of course 
destroy one of the principal objects contemplated 
by the bill now under consideration. He was for 
giving the soldier full power to make the most out 
of this land bounty that he could. : 
Mr. S. said that gentlemen had urged against 
these ts of land the fact that the land given io 
the soldiers of the last war was of little or no value 
to them. This he was readyto admit. He would 
even go further: he believed these grants, instead 
of benefiting the soldiers or their heirs, had injured 
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them; for many persons, after being at great ex- 
pense in aying taxes for years, at last, by their 
own negligence or the carelessness of an agent, 
had had their lands sold for taxes, and thus lost | 
them. The condition of the country was now dif- 
ferent. ‘Then but little was known of the territory 
set apart for the location of bounty land warrants. 
The great majority of the soldiers of the late war 
were from the old States. Not so now. The 
States in which there are Government lands, fur- 
nish their full proportion of soldiers, who know 
| 
| 








the value of the lands, and will not part with them 
for less than their value. The communication now 
between the different portions of the Union is so 
frequent and easy, that there is no difficulty in 
communicating from one portion of the Union to 
another; and the soldier from New England, who 
did not wish to settle upon the land granted to him 
for his services in the war, could, at a trifling ex- 
pense, learn the precise value of his land warrant, 
and might convert it into money ata very small 
expense. j | 

Mr. S. did not concur in the opinion expressed 
by some gentlemen, that the soldier must be pro- 
hibited from selling or transferring his warrant, to 
protect him from sharpers and speculators. It was 
very probable that there might be some men in the 
army who would imprudently and foolishly part 
with not only their lands, but their monthly pay; 
but, so far as the volunteers from his State were | 
coneerned, he was proud to say that they were 
intelligent, honest, temperate, and highly respect- | 
able men. They did not need guardians to take | 
charge of the land or the money the Government | 
might pay them for their services. A class of 
better men could not be found in any commu- 
nity, and he would not so far insult or question 
their judgment as to dictate to them what they 
should do with their own dear-bought treasure— 
earned, perhaps, by the loss of a limb, or at the 
sacrifice of a broken constitution. 

Did gentlemen grudge these men a few acres of 
the national domain, while millions of acres were 
lying waste? ‘The honorable gentlemen from New 
York [Mr. Rarusun] and Ohio, [Mr. Vinton,]} 
seemed to think that before making any provision 
for raising the pay of the army or granting lands, 
we should first provide the means. This argu- | 
ment may be sound (said Mr. 8.) so far as raising 
the monthly pay is concerned, but did not apply 
to the land bounty. The Government had land , 
enough and to spare, and he had yet to learn that | 
our Government could not raise the money neces- | 
sary to prosecute the war, even though the pay of | 
the soldier should be raised to ten dollars per | 
month. Sir, is there any member of this House | 
who has so poor an opinion of the patriotism of 
his countrymen as to suppose that they would 
not, when all other legitimate sourees of revenue | 
fails, cheerfully pay a direct tax to prosecute this 
war with energy to an honorable peace? He hoped 
no one doubted fora moment the will or the ability | 
of the country to furnish promptly and cheerfull 
the means to carry on the war. And to’say that if 
land-warrants were issued to our soldiers that they 
would fall into the hands of the speculator, and 
then they would “dry up the land revenue, and 
prevent our getting a loan,’’ was certainly showing 
that our credit hung upon-a frail thread. He did 
not believe any such doctrine. If the raising of 
money to carry on the war depended upon raising 
two or three millions of dollars from the sales of 
the public lands, our credit was at a low ebb, and 
the sooner we ceased making appropriations the 
better forus. He believed the credit of the nation 
rested upon the honesty, energy, and ability of her 
citizens, who have always been found equal to an 
exigency. And if one hundred ‘millions of dol- 
lars should be necessary to prosecute this war to 
an honorable peace, he had full faith that it could 
be raised, and that the interest could be paid, the 
soldiers’ warrants to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. 

Sir, (said Mr.'S.) is this great and powerful 
nation, with more than twenty millions of souls, 
blessed with everything whieh constitutes wealth 
and prosperity, to be forced, in order to carry ona 
war with the weak and distracted republic of Mexi- 
co, to grind down the brave soldiers who rush to 
the battle-field, to a mere pittance—to simply the 
price for the most menial } ? Will notthe Gov- 
ernment show a liberality and generosity corres- 
ponding to that of her chivalrous sons? Heho 
it would. -He was ready to vote for any measure 





if 
it 








and all measures necessary to raise the money to | 
carry on this war, until it can be terminated with || 


honor to the nation. Much had been said in re- 

lation to this Mexican war, its expediency and 

oer It had by some been denounced as * un- 
o 


ly, unrighteous, and damnable.” The President | 
had been abused in no measured terms, for adopt- | 


ing precautionary measures to defend territory 


over which we had exercised jurisdiction, and over | 


citizens we were in honor bound to protect. And 
while he did not design to make a partisan speech, 
he could not in justice refrain from saying, that 
with whatever sins the President might be charged, 
he did not think he could be justly charged (in 
ordering General Taylor to the Rio Grande) with 
unnecessarily involving us in a war with Mexico. 
Whilst Mr. 8. did not believe that we would gain 


any honor by prosecuting a war against Mexico, |; 
and whilst he believed it was our duty to make || 


all reasonable exertions to prevent the catastrophe 
of a war, he did believe there was a point beyond 
which forbearance ceased to be a virtue. He be- 
lieved our Government had used all the means and 
exertions to bring our difficulties with Mexico toa 
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a course? Why, surely, (said Mr. S.,) it must 
stimulate our enemies to renewed energies in their 
hostilities against us. He contended that it was 
unpatriotic, now that we were in the war, to do 
anything, or say anything, that would tend to pro- 
tract it, or place our Government in the wrong. 
|| Iferror has been committed, is any good to result 
| from sounding it upon the house-tops? The first 

and great object should be, to bring the war to a 
| close as speedily as it could be without compro- 
mising the rights of our citizens, and the honor of 
the nation. In order to accomplish this, we should 
| show an unbroken and sadlvtied front. If Mexi- 
co thinks she is sustained or countenanced by one 
of the political parties in this nation, will ee be 
likely to make peace? No one could suppose it. 
| If reports of the doings of the Mexican Conan 
can be relied on, our dissensions and divisions in 
relation to this war, are urged as a strong reason 
why Mexico should refuse any proposals for 
| peace. While such a state of things exists, there 
| can be no hope of terminating this war favorably. 
| He believed that those who considered this an un- 
| Just war on our part, and that Mexico was in the 


close that the laws of civilized and Christian nations || right, were doing that Government an injury, by 
required, and he believed that had we shown less || taking such a course as would induce them to con- 
forbearance towards Mexico, we would have been || tinue the war, and refuse to make peace, The 
more likely to have settled our differences with that || prosperity, ay, the very existence of Mexico as a 
Government, They misconceived our magnanim- || republic, must depend upon friendly relatiens with 
ity and forbearance, and attributed it to a fear of || the United States. 


their prowess, and hence their stubborn refusal to.ad- 
just the matters m dispute. He did not design to go 
into particulars, but he would say, thatin the main 
he approved of the course pursued by the President 
in relation to the war with Mexico. At any rate, 
if he found fault, it would be, not that the President 
had pressed the war too vigorously, but that he 
had not pushed it with sufficient energy. But, said 


He could not belieVe that any 
gentleman on the other side entertained the opinion 
that the President or the Democratic party were 
actuated in prosecuting this war by a spirit of con- 
|| quest, or with any other feeling than to compel 
| Mexico to do what she ought to have done with- 
| out driving us into a war to enforce our rights. 

| Mr. 8S. said that when the bill for raising ten 
| additional regiments was under consideration, he 


| 
| 
| 


Mr. 8., so far as gentlemen on the other side of || was unable to get the floor to give his reasons 


the House, in their opposition to the war and to the 


|| for the course he felt it his duty to take on that 


President, confined themselves within the rules of || bill; and he should now say a word in relation to 


decorum and of courtesy in debate, he certainly 
would not complain. It was the privilege and 
the duty of the representative, in an independent 
republic, to speak out freely and boldly upon all 
questions where the honor and the welfare of the 
country were at stake; but it was equally incum- 
bent upon them to keep within the bounds of pro- 
priety. There was a certain dignity and courtesy 
in debate, which gentlemen should not forget, and 
should not transcend. It was not to be expected 
on great questions, that all men (equally honest) 
would agree; and it could not and ought not to be 
expected on this question of the Mexican war, 


|| the efficiency of the volunteer force at present in 
| the service of the country, and the policy of prose- 
| cuting the war. He said he considered we were 
| driven into the war with Mexico; and he, for one, 
was willing to go all reasonable lengths by his 
votes for raising men and money to prosecute the 
war with energy until an honorable peace was 
brought about, or until we should have obtained 
| from Mexico a full and entire indemnity for all 
| outrages committed by them, either upon our Gev- 
|| ernment or our citizens. He was anxious to sus- 
| tain the recommendations of the President in all 
|| the measures he deemed necessary for the vigorous 





| 


that both the political parties in this country would || prosecution of the war, and he would do so as 
think precisely alike, either as to the propriety of || far.as he could, without a violation of his duty to 
its commencement, or as to the manner in which it || his constituents and his own sense of propriety 


should be prosecuted after we were engaged in it; || 


| 


and justice. He was one of those who believed 


and certainly this difference of opinion ought not || that in time of actual war, the men who periled 


to subject the members of either party to the charge 
of dishonesty of intention or want of patriotism. 
He must confess he conceded to gentlemen a good 


| their lives in fighting the battles of our country, 
| and defending our national honor, ought to have 
the right to select the officers who were to com- 


he believed that the officers selected and commis- 


share of nerve, if not an overstock of patriotism |} mand them. So far as he knew, or could learn, 


who opposed this war. We were now engaged in 


the war, and so far as bringing it to an honorable || sioned in the Illinois volunteer regiments were 
conclusion was concerned, it mattered not whether || able and efficient, and in his opinion better than 


it was justly or unjustly commenced: all should 


now unite in bringing it to an honorable termina- || 
tion. Ele, however, believed that the great major- 


ity of the people would have voted, if they had been 


called upon, for the bill of the 13th of May, pro- 


viding for raising fifty thousand men and ten mil- 
lions of dollars, to prosecute a war against Mexico. 





could possibly have been selected by the President; 
and if reports from the army were entitled to credit, 
| there were no better drilled or disciplined troops in 
the army, than were to be found among the volun- 
teers from his State. And (said Mr.8.) give them 
but an opportunity to fight, and if they do not ac- 
| quit themselves as gallantly as the soldiers in the 


| 
| 


| 
| 
i 
| 
| 


| 


He would go further: he believed a majority of the || regular army, he would acknowledge himself en- 


Whig party, if left free to exercise their patriotic 
devotion to the honor of the nation, would have 


tirely mistaken in his estimate of the efficiency of 
| volunteer troops. It was not his intention to sin- 


sustained that act, and approved of the course of || gle out the volunteers from his own State; he 


the Administration, so far as related to the com- 
mencement of the Mexican war; and he believed 
those gentlemen who were now opposing the war, 
and throwing obstacles in the way of a united and 
vigorous prosecution of it, had a fearful account to 
settle with their constituents. What would gen- 
tlemen do, he would ask, if any member upon the 
other side of that Hall would propose to withdraw 
our troops from Mexico, and our naval force from 
the coast, while things remained as at present? 
He could not believe that any such proposition 
would be proposed by any one. He then again 


only spoke of them because he knew them well, 
and knew that they were brave and gallant spirits, 
and that, in their keeping, the honor of our country 
would not be tarnished, nor the proud flag of our 
republic trampled under foot by our enemies. If 
any doubt had remained in the mind of any gentle- 
man in relation to the efficiency of volunteer troojis 
before the capture of Monterey, that doubt had 
now, he trusted, vanished. The noble and gallant 
deeds of the volunteers from Tennessee, Mississip- 
| pi, Ohio, Kentucky, and Texas, who were engaged 
, at the siege of Monterey, would have done honor 


asked, what were we to do? Was it becoming in || to the veteran troops of pen wr to the im- 


a member of an American Congress, in time of | petuous and daring soldiers of Napoleon. And 
war, to be proclaiming the injustice of his.own (said Mr. S.) are we to be told that such men as 
Government in prosecuting a war against our en- | t at Monterey, are not the right kind of ma- 
emies? What must and would be the effect of such || terial of which to form soldiers, or to increase 


a TS 


* 
nati Bre gy oem 


Pete PP = 


lite ah 


ay 





OP ae 
ae SE 
tein ig hice ae es pte A 


eee 


wae wk 


jen 
Smee f 


- 


eke 


; | 


~ 


. 


«® 


on" 
me 


a ae 


ee 


et AR EMP) SE EE 


er Pen tt en oR COI} Fer 


< Fe 3.2 


.the honor to represent, furnished more than one 





266 


our army? But the honorable gentleman from || « : 
hy tnt ac [Mr. Tuompson,] in his eloquent || wo child on chibdrons thee to bie partie children ; and if | 
speech a few days since, did these gallant men || Mr. GILES . d : 
justic d renders it unnecessary for me to add > S S moved to increase the amount of 
eee. : : the certificates to two hundred dollars. Disagreed 
anything to what has been so well said by him. a ‘ sag 
ars S. ay ot ed - = se te eat Mr. PERRY moved to increase the amount of 
army. ey needed no eulogy from him. A sim- | iat Lh eedeadl ook Mae 
le history of the battles of the 8th and 9th of || Se certincates 10 One AURErEd an ty dollars. | 
Kay last, would be the highest tribute of praise | Disagreed to. , 
that could be bestowed on those brave men. || Mr. Houmes’s amendment was then agreed to. 

Mr. 8. said, that although Ilinois furnished at the Mr. THURMAN moved to add at the end of | 
call of the President, in May last, four regiments, | Mr. Hotmes’s amendment the following; which 
which were accepted, and mustered into service, | was agreed to: 
he felt it due to the patriotism of the people of ||“ And the same amount of stock granted by the —— sec- 
the State to say, that more than double the mum. |) ton fe ae oal vealed ae, rau whe may 
ber accepted were tendered to the Governor. Many |) and serve during that period in the existing war, or who, on 
of the companies then raised had preserved their | 


4 ' account of wounds or disability incurred in such service, | 
organization, and now held themselves in readiness | may have been or shall be honorably discharged before the | 
to respond to the call of the Government for more 


expiration of the said term for whic: he inlisted.”? 
volunteers, and march to the seat of war. But if Mr. VINTON then moved to strike out all of | 
they were to be deprived of selecting the officers who | the original bill, beginning with section two; which 
were to lead them to battle, he feared it might dis- || was agreed to. 
hearten them, and prevent their entering the ser- The original bill having been acted on, the sub- 
vice. Sir, (said Mr. 8.,) the district which I have || stitute reported by the select committee was then | 
taken up. 
Mr. GEORGES. HOUSTON moved to increase | 
the sum in the first section from ** two dollars’’ to | 





i 


full regiment, which is now in the field; and if 
more volunteers were wanted, he would guaranty 
that another regiment would be raised within two 
weeks from the time the call reached the district, |) ent pay. . 
to serve for five years, or during the war. He felt Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON moved to amend 
anxious to give these patriotic citizens an opportu- || Mr. Houston’s motion by increasing it to * five 
nity to distinguish themselves in the defence of dollars per month.’’ Disagreed to. 
our national rights and national honor. These 
men believe the war to be just; they believe the | 
Mexicans deserve to be severely chastised for the j | 
outrages they have committed upon our citizens, Mr. 8. D. HUBBARD moved to add at the end 
and they would fight with a will to redress our || Of the first section a clause providing that all wages | 
wrongs. He felt it his duty to say this much, in | due to the non-commissioned officers and privates | 
justification of his preference for the volunteer || of the army shall be paid in gold and silver. 
over the regular service. The amendment was agreed to by tellers: Ayes | 
Mr. GRAHAM‘ then’ obtained the floor, and | 71, noes 65. 
' 
| 


Ton’s amendment, and it was agreed to by tellers: | 
Ayes 77, noes 38. 


spoke at some length in favor of increasing the || Mr. FRIES moved an amendment to the first 
pay of those engaged in fighting the battles of their || Section, (a copy of which could not be obtained. ) 
country, and also of the land-bounty. He then | It was disagreed to. 


went on in support of the remaining general pro- | Mr. REID moved to add the following section, | 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


soldier or volunteer during the war, then to his widow; and 


|| from their moorings along the coast of Fiorida, 


| manner that a short time will allow for displaying |) 


|| can be completed. 2. A change of the light at 


** three dollars” per month, in addition to the pres- || 


The question was then put on Mr. G. S. Hous- |, 


visions and details of the bill, as reported by the || t0 come in after section 1 of substitute: 


sclect committee. | 


Mr. POLLOCK next addressed the committee. 
He was in favor of the bill, and would vote for it, | 
with the amendment which he had submitted that | 
morning, believing that they should not forget | 
those who, in days gone by, had fought the battles 
of the country in the dark days of Indian war- | 
fare. He was also in favor of a vigorous prose- | 
cution of the war, although he differed from the 
Administration politically. But war existed. Their 
army was in Mexico. Pennsylvania was there 
fully represented by her sons battling under the 


“Sec. 2. And be it further enucted, That each private, non- 
cominissioned officer, and musician, who shall have been 
received into the service of the United States since the cum- 
mencemeut of the war with Mexico tor less than twelve | 
months, and shall have served for such term or until honor- 
ably discharged, shall be entitled to receive a warrant for 
eighty acres of land, which may be subject to private entry ; 
and in the event of the death of such volunteer during his 


term of service, or after an honorable discharge, but before || 


the passage of this act, then the warrant for such jand shall | 
issue to the wife, child, or children, if there be any, and if | 
none, then to the father, andif there be no father, then to 
the mother of such deceased volunteer.” | 

| 


The question on agreeing to the amendment was 


flag of their country; and even that would be || Put, and no quorum voung— 


enough to prompt him to support the war. But | 
he was not so selfish as that. He went for the | 
war on national grounds. Mr. P. then went on 
to declaim against the acquisition of more territo- 
ry, and the extension of the institution of slavery. 
He held that Congress had not power to legislate 
about slavery, and that the moment slaves entered | 
into free territory they became free. Slavery could 
not be prohibited; and therefore until the territory 
was admitted as a State, slavery could not fairly 
have any existence there. 

Mr. BOYD (the gentleman in charge of the 
original bill) at length obtained the floor, and ad- 
dressed the committee in its support. 

The hour of two o’clock having arrived, the 
Chairman closed the debate, and the committee 
proceeded to vote on the amendments, viz: 

Mr. GEORGE S. HOUSTON had moved to 
increase the sum in the first section from ‘* two 
dollars’’ to “ three dollars’? per month, in addition 


to the present ee. 
| 


Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON moved to substi- 


io. 


The question on Mr. Grorcr S. Hovsron’s 
amendment was then put, and the amendment was || 


agreed to. 
Mr. ISAAC E. HOLMES moved to add the 
following section to the original bill, as section 2: 


«“ Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That at the end of the 
war a certificate of stock, payable in ten years, to the amount 
of one hundred dollars, bearing an interest of six per cent., 
be given to any regular soldier or volunteer who may faith- 
fully serve during the war, or be discharged from service by 


wounds incurred, or been disabled by disease contracted in 


prosecation of the war; and in the event of the death of a |! 


tute ** five dollars” for * three dollars.” Disagreed | 


| State of Texas, praying that a judicial district may be estab- 


‘The committee rose and reported the fact to the 
House. . 
The House then adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &c. 
Petitions, memorials, &c., were presented and | 


_ referred, under the rule, as follows: 


By Mr. BRODHEAD : The petition of 150 citizens of Car- 
bon county, Pennsylvania, praying for a grant of land to Asa 


| Whitney, E-q., of New York, to enable him to construct a 


railroad trom Lake Michigan to the Pacitiec Ocean. 
By Mr. DROMGOOLE: The petition of F. Whittle, ad- 


' winistrator of Conway Whittle, deceased, praying indein- 


nity for French spoliations prior to 1800. 

By Mr. RUANCHARD: The petition of James M. Jack- 
son an | *= others, of Amos Preston and 78 others, of Fran- 
cis Lors.ii and 16 others, praying Congress to adopt the best 
measures for abolishing slavery throughout the United 
States. 

By Mr. WINTHROP: The petition of Christopher Slo- 
comb and 74 others, of West Medway, Massachusetts, for 
peace with Mexico. Also, the petition of Mary E. Edes and 
89 others, ladies of West Medway, Massachusetts, for peace 
with Mexico. 

By Mr. YOST: The petition of C. C. Beatty, administra- 
tor of James Vanuxem, deceased, late of Philadelphia, pray- 
ing indemnity for spoliations committed by France prior to 
the year 1800. ‘ , 

By Mr. ISAAC E. MORSE: The petition of Eli R. N. 
Ross and wife, praying for confirmation of a tract of land. 

By Mr. GRIDER: The petition of J. T. Hogg, William 
Fitzpatrick, and others, citizens of Barren, Monroe, and 
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By Mr. JOS. R. INGERSOLL: The memori 
| Insurance Companies doing business in Phiiade 
| that suitable appropriations be made by Cougre 
‘ ent session for the purpose of replacing light 


al of Marine 
Iphia, Asking 
58 al its pres. 
boats driven 
| and the tem. 
porary employment of one or more vessels, fitted in the 
and that they be placed near where the missing ligttae’ 
formerly stood, or that such temporary structures be : ih 
on the Keys as will answer until the permanent stractane 
the Dry Tor. 
be placed on 
ght-house y 


tugas for one ofa greater power, 3. A buoy to 
the Rebecca Shoals. 4. Rebuilding of the {i 
| Sand Key, at Key West, and on Cape Florida, and buildi 
_ new light-houses at Sombrero Key; also on Carystor Reet 
, in phice of the light-boat, which cannot be seen at a suffi 
_ cient distance ; also, near Port Jupiter, about latitude oye 
| Opposite Memory Rock, where it is said the British Gover : 
| ment intend placing « light-house, &e. Also, the memorial 
_ of the Marine Insurance Companies of the city of Philadel 
phia, asking that the necessary laws may be enacted for thy 
establishment at Key West of a permanent court of admi 
| ralty, which shall be in frequent session, aud always conte 
to expound the law and to interpose its authority, not only 
in aid of those whose services may have rescued Vessels 
and their cargoes from destruction, but also to protect the 
| rights and interests of the absent owners and insurers. Algo 
the memorial of the Select and Common Councils of the city 


|, of Philadelphia, asking that the necessary appropriations 


may be made for constructinga dry dock at the nav; 
at Philadelphia. en seamen 

By Mr. HUDSON: The memorial of Hiram Curruth and 
others, of North Brookfield, Massachusetts, and the petition 
of W. B. Stone and others, of Gardner, Massachusetts 
praying that peace may be restored to the country. : 

By Mr. PILLSBURY: The memorial of citizens of Na 
varro county, Texas, asking for the establishment of a mili- 
tary post on their frontier. 

By Mr. ROCKWELL, of Massachusetts: The petition of 
137 citizens of North Adams, Berkshire county, Massachy 
setts, praying Congress to use all its constitutional powers 
to bring the war with Mexico to a speedy close, if possible, 


|| without further effusion of blood. Also, a petition of 15| 


ladies of said North Adams, to the same effect. 

By Mr. HUBARD, of Virginia: The petition of Nicholas 
| Edmunds and Henry Edmunds, executors of Thomas Ed- 
| munds, deceased, praying for relief on account of French 
| Spoliations prior to 1800. 
| By Mr. SCAMMON: The petition of Benjamin Cresey 

for a pension as an invalid seaman from wounds and dis- 
abilities received during the late war with Great Britain. 
Also, the — of Lot Davis, for the same. Also, the 
| petition of William Gaul, for the same. Also, the petition 
| of Ephraim Clark for his share of prize-money due from 

Denmark for captures in 1779. Also, the petition of the 
heirs of Joshua Trafton, of the army of the Revolution, pray- 
ing for commutation pay. Aiso, the petition of the heirs of 
Peleg Wadsworth, of the army of the Revolution, for com- 
mutation pay. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, January 27, 1847. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
/acommunication from the Secretary of War, en- 





| closing a report of the balance of appropriations in 
the Treasury on the first of July, 1845, the appro- 
priations made in the fiscal years 1845 and 1846, 
the repayments, transfers, &c.; which was ordered 
to be printed. 


| Mr. J.M. CLAYTON presented a petition of 
| John McClintic, praying the United States to pur- 
| chase his morticing and tenoning machine for the 
use of the several navy yards and arsenals; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BREESE presented a memorial from the 
Library Association of Milwaukie, Wisconsin, 
praying that they may be furnished with copies of 
the laws and public documents; which was refer- 
| red to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. BREESE also presented a resolution of the 
Legislature of the State of Illinois, praying for a 
| grant of lands for the purpose of establishing libra- 
| ries in the several townships of said State; which 
| was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
| Mr. BREESE also presented a resolution from 
| the Legislature of Illinois on the subject of the con- 
| dition of the Cumberland road; which was referred 
| to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 
| 





Mr. T. CLAYTON presented a petition from 
citizens of the State cf Delaware, praying that 
| measures may be adopted to bring the present war 
| with Mexico to a termination; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
| Mr. ARCHER presented a petition of Thomas 
| Edmunds, deceased, praying for indemnity for 
French spoliations prior to the year 1800; which 
was referred to the Select Committee on the sub- 


Allen counties, praying for a post-route from Scottsville, | ject. 


Kentucky, to Tompkinsville, Kentucky. 


By Me’ CROZIER: The petition of Willis 8. Center, || 
praying increased pay as contractor on route No. 5,233, lead- | 


~~ Knoxville to Sparta, Tennessee. 


y Mr. KAUPMAN: The petition of F. Thom, and J.C. | 


Mr. ATCHISON presented a memorial of the 
| Legislature of the State of Missouri, praying the 
| graduation and reduction of the price of certain pub- 
| lic lands in that State; which was laid on the table 


Morrison, and other citizens of the eastern portion of the || and ordered to be printed. 


| Mr. CASS presented a memorial of the heirs of 
Herman Biannerhassett, praying for indemnity for 


lished for Eastern Texas, with @ clerk’s and marshal’s office 
at Nacogdoches. 
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the destruction of the property of the deceased by | forces into the enemy’s country, until they were 
| told by the general commanding that it was impos- 
| sible to proceed any farther towards the Mexican 


f armed militia in the year 1806; whic 
rred to the Committee on Claims. 


abody 0 


was refe 


THE C 


Mr. DIX presented a memorial from citizens of | capital in that direction, unless he received a very 
New York against an increase in the rates of post- || great accession of troops. What, then, were they | 


age; which was laid on the table, a bill on the sub- | 
ject having been reported. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
liciary, reported a bill to make attachments which 
are made under process issuing from the courts of 
the United States conform to the laws regulating 


to doin this emergency? The Senator from Ohio, 
in the proposition which he had submitted to the 


'| Senate, he believed, indicated a desire that large 


reinforcements should be raised and forwarded 
immediately for the prosecution of the war; but 
the great objection which rested upon his mind 
in regard to this sudden increase of the army was, 
that the troops thus hastily raised must necessarily 


such attachments in the courts of the States; which | be undisciplined and inefficient; and, in addition 


was read a first time. . os 

Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on the Dis- | 
trict of Columbia, reported a bill to provide a free | 
communication across the Eastern Branch of the | 
river Potomac, in the District of Columbia; which 
was read a first time. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Past Roads, reported a joint resolution 
providing for the transportation of mails to and 
from the army in Mexico; which was read a first | 


1. 

My. JARNAGIN, from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, reported the following resolu- 
tion, which lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to direct that the sale of the land ad- | 
vertised to be sold on the 8th day of March, 1847, | 
at the land office at Dubuque, in the State of lowa, 


j 


to this, that, even if inlisted with the utmost de- 
spatch, they could not be concentrated upon the 
field of military operations before the beginning of 
the sickly season. The consequence would be, 
that when they reached the scene of action, most 
of them would be sick and unfit for service. His 
plan was to withdraw our forces to some point 
within the boundary of the United States, where 
the sustenance for an army could be more readily 
obtained, and there augment the army to any | 
extent they pleased; have the soldiers well drilled | 
and enured to service, so that when a blow was to 
be struck, it might be such a blow as would make 


we continue the policy which we have commenced, 
we shall disable ourselves from doing this. Half | 


our army will be sick, and it will take the other half |, 


to nurse those who are disabled. It appeared that 


(known as the Dubuque land claim,) be suspend- | this war was not to be a short war; it was going 


ed until the claimants to said lands may be fully | 
heard as to their rights, either in Congress or be- 
fore the Supreme Court of the United States. The 
land above referred to being the southeast quarter 


to be a long one; and in order to prosecute it with 
vigor and success, a greatly enlarged and more 
efficient force would be required. What amount 
of force would be required he was unable to say; 


of fractional township ninety, range second; the || but it seemed the army which had been sent there 
southeast quarter of township eighty-nine, range | was altogether inadequate to the successful com- 


one; township eighty-nine, ranges two and three; | 
township eighty-eight, ranges two, three, and four; | 


and township eighty-seven, ranges three, four, and | ishable fame at Palo Alto and at Monterey. 


letion of the war, although they had achieved 

rilliant victories, and won for themselves ee. 
» 
er- 


five; that is, so much of the said townships and | haps there was no country on earth where the men 


ranges as lie on the west side of the main channel | 
of the Mississ 


fought so well as our troops had done. He con- 


sidered the affair at Monterey the most brilliant 


i river. 
Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on Naval || achievement on record—almost a miracle—a battle 
Affairs, reported the bill from the House of Rep- | won as it was by a small army against vastly su- 
resentatives for the relief of James Jones, of the | perior numbers, and protected by strong fortifica- 


city of Brooklyn, without amendment. 
SURVEYOR-GENERAL IN OREGON. 


The bill to create the office of surveyor-general | 
of the Territory of Oregon, and to grant donations | 
in lands, and for other purposes, was passed. 


| 


Mr. BERRIEN subsequently moved a recon- | 


sence of Mr. Pearce, of Maryland, who had inti- |) 


sideration of this vote, in consequence of the ab- | 


mated an intention to oppose the passage of the 
bill, and the motion was agreed to. 


WITHDRAWAL OF OUR TROOPS. 


The following resolution, submitted heretofore 
by Mr. Citiey, was taken up in its order for con- 
sideration: 


‘“‘ Whereas a speedy and honorable peace with Mexico is 
orrestings desirable; and whereas ‘ the Constitution of the 


| 





‘United States has made no provision for our holding foreign 
‘territories, still less for incorporating foreign nations into 
‘our Union:’? ” Therefore— 

“Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to order the army of the United States now in Mexi- 
co to some place in the United States near the frontiers of 
the two countries.”’ 

The resolution havin 

Mr. ALLEN move 
table. 

Messrs. BREESE, SPEIGHT, and other Sen- 
ators, demanded the yeas and nays upon this mo- 
uon, and they were ordered. : 

The motion to lay upon the table not being de- 
batable, it was, at the request of Mr. CiLtey, 
withdrawn temporarily, to allow him to address 
the Senate. 

_ Mr. CILLEY said he had several reasons for 
introducing the resolution, and he would, as briefly 
as possible, state what those reasons were. This 
country was at war with Mexico. He would not 
pause to inquire how we got into that war; there 
was the substantive fact of an existing war. The 


been read— 
that it be laid upon the 


war had thus far been prosecuted with vigor; and, || he thought proper. 


although a vigorous prosecution of the war was 
the course proposed by the President for procuring 
peace, yet it seemed that peace was no nearer after 
such vigorous prosecution of the war for a long 
time past than it was at the commencement of hos- 
uilites. Our Government had carried forward their 





|| tions. 


But he was not for having our gallant little army 


the Mexicans until they conquered a peace, until 
they forced thein into a capitulation, he desired to 
have an army equal to the work—a large and well- 


| appointed and well-disciplined army. The opin- 


ion of the commanding general was, that, in order 
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‘belief. The honorable Senator from New York, 


| itself felt throughout the republic of Mexico. If || extent of his remarks. 


= = 


the other day, had stated that we were in posses- 
sion of two-thirds of Mexico. What were we to 
do with this extensive territory? If they were 
to retain it by military force, it would require a 
large army. 

He thought they were in a bad condition to con- 
test the possession of so large an extent of terri- 
tory, and he could see no other way of extricating 
themselves from their present dilemma but by 
withdrawing the army and reinforcing it; and then 
when Mexico saw that we had a force that would 
look down all opposition, they might be willing to 
treat for peace. He thought they would obtain a 
treaty much sooner in this way than by attempt- 
ing to push forward an insufficient army into their 
country, purchasing the sustenance of that army 
from the Mexicans, leaving a large amount of mo- 
ney with them, furnishing them the best market 

| they could desire, and carrying on the war upon 
_ the frontiers. If they were going to fight the Mexi- 
| cans with a view of concluding the war, he was 
| disposed to strike at the heart of the country. 
With these few remarks he would content himself, 
and allow the vote to be taken. 
| Mr. CASS desired to be indulged for a moment. 
The honorable Senator had misapprehended the 
He did not mean to state 
that Congress had not the power to direct the op- 
erations of the war. He said that he considered 
it doubtful how far Congress had the right to di- 
| rect the President in what manner he should carry 
on the war. 

The yeas and nays were then taken on the mo- 
tion to lay the resolution upon the table, and ree 
sulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Ather- 
| ton, Badger, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Breese, Bright, But- 
| ler, Cass, Chalmers, Cilley, J. M. Clayton, Thomas Clayton, 
| Colquitt, Corwin, Crittenden, Dayton, Dix, Evans, Fairtield, 
| Greene, Hannegan, Houston, Huntington, Jarnagin, John 
son of Louisiana, Lewis, Mason, Mangum, Miller, More- 
head, Niles, Rusk, Sevier, Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, Up- 


| 


j 


| ham, Westcott, Woodbridge, and Yulee—44. 


NAYS—None. 
THE LOAN BILL. 
The Treasury Note and Loan Bill was read a 


| third time, and the question being, Shall this bill 


ass? 


Mr. EVANS rose and said, that he did not in- 


|| tend to oppose the passage of the bill, but he de- 
|| fight in this desperate manner. If they had to fight | 


| sired to take this occasion to set himself right, or 
|| to prevent his views from being misunderstood; 
|| for he found that his remarks had been erroneous- 


1} 
i} 


|| ly reported in one particular, in which it was of 


some importance that he should be clearly under- 
stood. In the debate which occurred upon this 


to conquer Mexico, their capital must be taken, || bill on the day before yesterday, he had been made 


it would be necessary to withdraw our troops from 


|| 


their present position, and, as a further step, they | 
| ought to increase the army to fifty thousand men; || upon the list of articles which were now free. 
'and they would then be in a condition to carry out || 
| their views. And how long would it take to send || brace the free list, or a large part of it, in any bill 


| such a force into the field? 


| organized, equipped, properly officered; and the 


| officers would require drilling as well ag the men— | 
During the | 


| they would have everything to learn. 
| last war, it took eighteen months te make a sol- 
| dier. 
| changed. 


himself. Everything is to be done. 


to learn to obey orders—the hardest, but most | 


necessary, part of his duty. 


Before they could be || 
| got there, the yellow fever, the black vomit, will || 
| have made its appearance. The troops must be | 


The whole nature of the man has to be | 


soldier—the cartridge box, the canteen, the haver- | 
sack, &c. He has not the tact to take care of | 
Aad he has | 


} 


1} 


j 


He has to assume the harness of a || 


The Senator from Michigan yesterday had avow- | 
ed the opinion that it was unconstitutional for | 
Congress to dircct the President as to the course | 


| 

which he should pursue in the prosecution of the 
| war; that the only duty of Congress was to fur- 
nish him with the means he asked for, in the way 


| 


in which he desired, and that he alone had the | 
right to direct the operations of the war in the way | 


able Senator in this opinion. 
clearly their duty to deliberate upon the subject, 
and to propose such measures as they deemed ad- 
visable. If they believed those who had charge 
of the war were going wrong, it was their duty to 
| proposea better plan. ‘That was his conscientious 





He differed from the honor- | 
He thought it was | 


j 


| 
j 
i 


| and that the proper route to be pursued was to land || to say that he would “ cheerfully vote for placing 
| at Vera Cruz and march direct to the capital. If || a duty upon those articles which were now free 
this was the proper course, as a preliminary step || from duty.”’ 


This by no means expressed his 
He had not expressed a readiness to 
independent measure imposing duties 


meaning. 
vote for an 


What he had said was, that he was ready to em- 


that might be brought before that branch of Con- 
gress imposing duties for the purpose of increasing 
the revenue and furnishing the Government with 
the necessary supplies. He would be extremely 
reluctant to vote for an insulated measure impo- 
sing a duty upon the articles now free—a measure 
in which nothing else was contemplated than such 
duty for supplying the deficiencies in the revenue. 
He thought it necessary to make this explanation, 
in order that he might not be called upon hereafter 
to vote for any such measure, under the mistaken 
supposition that he had declared himself in its 
favor. 
saat question being put on the passage of the 
iti— 
Mr. MANGUM asked for the yeas ind nays; 
and they were ordered; and, being taken, were as 
follows: 


YEAS—Measrs. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Ather- 


ton, Badger. Bagty, Benton, Berrien, Breese, Bright, Butier, 
. m 


Calhoun, Cass ers, John M. Clayton, Thomas Ciay- 
ton, Colquitt, Crittenden, Dickinson, Dix, Evans, Fairfield, 
Greene, Hannegan, Houston, Jarnagin, Johnson of Louisi- 


ana, Lewis, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, ‘Niles, Rusk, Se- 
vier, Simmons, Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, Upham, Web- 


ster, Westcott, and Yu 
NAYS—Messrs. Cilley and Corwin—2. 


ARMY BILL. 


The Senate next resumed the consideration of the 
Army bill. 
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to amend submitted by Mr. Arcutson— _ || vides that the regulars shall serve for the same | 
Mr. ATCHISON addressed the Senate in sup- | period. And he would ask, if the volunteer costs | 
port of his amendment. He remarked that there || more than the regular soldier for rations, clothing, | 
appeared to have been a degree of impatience €X- | transportation, &e. { 
hibited ever since this bill had been introduced, not || therefore, it could not be greater in the one case 
only in relation to it, but in relation to all those || than in.the other, both descriptions of force being 
measures which had any connexion with the exist- | proposed to be engaged for the same period, viz: | 
ing war. 
would bear him witness that he had given no evi- || advanced by the Secretary of War for preferring | 
dence of a disposition to delay the passage of any |) regulars, falls to the ground under this amendment. | 
measure whatever that was connected with thissub- || Last war, no volunteers were engaged for a period | 
ject. The question presented for the consideration | beyond twelve months. Some were for six months, | 
of the Senate by this bill was, whether they would || and some for three inonths, at various periods of | 
authorize an increase of the regular army to the |) the war. None were for a longer period than twelve | 
} 





extent of ten regiments, or about ten thousand || months. If we were to take the volunteers for the 
men, to serve during the war with Mexico. And || short terms, there would be the expense of going 
the amendment which he had had the honor to || and returning three or four times a year, and this 
submit proposed another issue, nota very different ||} would be productive of an everlasting expense. 
one from the original bill in its effect, but a very || But this amendment contemplates no such objects. 
material one, he conceived, in pout of principle. || As to efficiency, he believed the volunteers would 
The ameadment authorized the President to call || be found equal or superior to the regulars. In 
into service the same number of men for the same |) moral and intellectual character they were unques- 
period of service. So far, then, there was no dif- |) tionably so. If this were denied, a very conclusive 
ference between the bill and the amendment; but || proof of the fact would be found in the number of 
the amendment proposed that the force so to be || desertions which had taken place from the regulars | 
called into service should be volunteers and not || in May, June, and July, which was equal to that 
rezular soldiers; and herein consisted the variance. | from the volunteers during their whole service, al- 
The number proposed was the same, the term of | though the volunteers exceeded twenty thousand, | 
Beyvice the same, |, and the regulars only one-third thatamount. More 
The first bill passed on this subject—the bill | had deserted from the latterin three months than 
recognising the existence of the war with Mexico— || from the volunteers in their whole term of service. 
had passed both Hlouses of Congress, he believed, || Of those inlisted under the act of May last, two- 
Within twenty-fours after the President submitted || thirds were foreigners—Germans or Jrish—and 
his message on that subject. In the same bill, the || this may account for the number of desertions, 
President was authorized to call into service fifty || This proved, that, in that point of view at least, 
thousand volunteers, and an appropriation of ten || volunteers were the best material for soldiers. 
millions of dollars was also made at the same time. || [Mr. A. then went on to exhibit the gallantry 
All that was asked for was granted, and that || which had been displayed by the volunteer troups 
womptly. He believed that on the same day, (at |, of Indiana, Lilinois, Ohio, Tennessee, and Missis- 
east the day the bill was approved,) an increase of sippi; which he attributed to the personal charac- 
the regular army was authorized, amounting to | ter of these volunteers, and to the fact that they | 
more than one hundred per cent. of that description || were led by officers of their own selection, in | 
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As to the matter of expense, || 


But Senators on all sides, he believed, || during the war. The argument, the only argument || 


of force then in the service, making a force of be- 
tween eight and nine thousand regular soldiers 
to be inlisted. And this morning we had passed, 
almost unanimously, a bill appropriating twenty- 


| 


three millions of dollars to carry on the war. There | 
had, it was true, been some complaints from gen- | 


tlemen on the other side, that time was not allowed 
to examine the details of this bill. 
posed its passage. 
some improvement in its details. And this bill was 


But no one op- | 
It was only desired to make | 


passed in three or four days after it came to the | 


Senate. 
tive demands. 


the President. When the question on this bill was 
taken, only two Senators voted against it. The 
Senate were unanimous in support of the war. 
The question now is, whether we will recruit our 
standing army, or go on as we have commenced, 
relying on volunteers. 
army, we acknowledge that we have heretofere 


been in error in our mode of prosecuting the war. | 


Jt was said that these men were wanted immedi- 
ately. 
volunteers ? 


this subject? Wehad a bill passed authorizing 


the filling up of the companies of regulars. What | 


was the result, after the most strenuous exertions 
to carry out this bill? [Low many recruits, he 


would ask, had been inlisted under that bill? He | 


} 


belteved they had obtained about one-half the num- 
ber; and now they were asked to pass anotber bill 
for the inlistment of ten thousand in addition to 
those previously authorized to be inlisted. But it 
appeared, from the ill success which had attended 
their efforts to fill up the regular army, to be very 
clear that it would take a long time to procure in 
that way the amount of force which was required. 
But it was admitted on all hands that volunteers 
could be got at any moment to any extent that 
might be called for. 

The next question, then, was, which were the 
most efficient troops? He would ask any gentle- 
man whether experience had not shown thata vol- 
unteer force was as efficient as any force which 


_ could be brought into the service? The progress 


of the war had shown this to be the case. The 
only reason, the solitary objection, urged by the 


Secretary of War was, the expense. The amend- || 
ment authorizes the President to accept the services || aNcther reason: 


Can you raise regulars more speedily than | 
What has been our experience on | 


j 
} 
| 
| 
' 


| 
| 


| 








i] 
| 
| 

} 

i 


j 


} 
| 
} 
| 


| the time of the Senate with a wo 


|| whom they reposed entire confidence. ] 


The passage of the bill in its original form was | 


urged, for the reason that the Administration de- 
sired it in that form. He believed that he was as 
good a friend to this Administration as any that it 
had, for he had used every exertion to bring it into 
power; yet it was no argument with him, for the 
adoption of a particular measure, that the President 
or the Secretary of War desired it. 
doubtful case, he would yield to their opinion; but 


If it was a! 


‘There was one other matter to which, though it | 


did not properly belong to this subject, he would 
How was this war with Mexico 
to be terminated? Some gentlemen proposed that 


war. 


Mexico direct; and others, among whom was the 
Senator from Texas, were in favor of making 


sy increasing the regular || Mexico feel the effects of the war, from her fron- 
ers to her capital; and with these he coincided in 


opinion. Others were for withdrawing our troops 
from Mexico, and taking up a pres upon the 
eastern side of the Rio Grande; 


Mexican tgritory, they must remember that it 
would be 


river. 

A proposition had also been started from high 
authority to establish the army along a line to be 
drawn from Tampico to the Gulf of California, and 
to hold possession of all the territory that had been 
conquered from Mexico lying north of that line. 
He did not pretend to know much of military af- 
furs, but it seemed to him that it would require an 
army equally strong to hold all the country north 
of that line, as it would require to crush the repub- 
lic of Mexico, and with little probability of bring- 


| ing the war to a conclusion, but an undoubted cer- 
tainty of rendering It a most expensive one. 


Mr. A. would not have been disposed to occupy 
on this subject, 


| were it not that he might be supposed to be array- 


_ ed against the proposition submitted by the Exec- 
/) ulive, 


He had deemed it necessary, therefore, to 


_ explain the reasons why he preferred his proposi- 


tion to that contained in the bill. And there was 


ut if they intend- | 
ed by this the withdrawal of our troops from the | 


| 
| 


j 
| 
} 
} 
i 


ecessary to take up their position on | 
| the east of the Sabine, for Mexico had never yet 
| relinquished her claim to the territory beyond that 


if this bill were adopted, and it! 
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The pending question being upon the proposition | of these volunteers during the war. The bill pro- | were possible to fill the army, so that they mie} 


carry on the war with regular troops, they woul 
| effectually preclude the people of as 
he might add, Mississippi, ladtaan’ and perhay 
other States, from any further participation jn “ 
war; for no one in those States would be wi} 
to enrol himself as a regular soldier. 

Mr. GREENE asked the indulgence of the Sen. 
ate while he offered some of the reasons whic) 
| would induce him to vote for the amendment of 
| the Senator from Missouri, {[Mr. Artcuison.} His 
| principal object, however, in rising was to explain 
the votes which he had already given, and shouiq 
| hereafter give, on the bill now under considera. 
| tion. 

Mr. G. voted for the amendment to the first ser. 
tion of this bill which was submitted by the Sep. 
ator from ‘Texas, because it was considered a (es; 
vote between volunteers and regulars. It wag dye 
to himself that he should state that in giving that 
vote he felt himself by no means committed to the 
other portions of the plan of the Senator from Tex. 
as, as exhibited in the series of amendments gu). 
mitted by him; on the contrary, he was then and 
now satisfied that the mode of appointing officers 
as proposed by the amendment of that Senator was 
wholly inconsistent with the Constitution of the 
United States. And in voting for the amendment 
on which he recorded his name, he simply intended 
to express an opinion in favor of a volunteer sys- 
tem in the present emergency, rather than an addi- 
tion of ten thousand men to the regular forces of 
the country. 

The Constitution provides for the appointment 
of all officers of the United States by the Bealoar 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate; 
and the only clause of that instrument which au- 
thorizes the election of officers of the United States 
in other modes relates to inferior officers whose 
appointment may be given to the President alone, 
to the courts of law, orto the heads of departments. 
The amendment of the Senator from Texas, then, 
was clearly in conflict with that provision of the 
Constitution to which he had just referred; he 
therefore should have voted against that so far as 
it went to make provision for the appointment of 
the officers. He held that there were two kinds 
of officers recognised by us: the officers of the 
General Government and the officers of the States. 
The one class is appointed by authority of Con- 
gress, exercised under the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States and limited by the Constitution of the 


issouri, and 


the 


Ihe 
ug 





m ; but | United States; the other, by the State Governments 
} ag it was not, he claimed the privilege of exercising || 
This sufficiently showed the promptness || his own judgment. 
with which Congress has responded to the Execu- || 
It shows that there has been no | 
disposition on either side to thwart the views of || briefly allude. 


in the manner their laws prescribe. But the offi- 
cers appointed under such a provision as that of 
| the Senator from Texas he would not have known 
| how to designate—whether solders of the United 
| States or officers of the States. 


c+ al : | He had also voted for the amendment of the 
it should be done by a vigorous prosecution of the | 


Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Crirrenpen,] not 


Some were for marching to the city of || because he should have voted for the amendment 


as amended, but because it lessened the evils which 
| he supposed existed in the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Texas. He should have voted against 
the whole proposition when the amendment as 
amended came before the Senate; and even the 
reasons given by his friend from Kentucky, that 
where a question is doubtful, he would give the 
power to the people, would not have induced him to 
vote otherwise, because he held that the doubt in 
that case arose as to the power of Congress under 
the Constitution. It would have been a doubiful ex- 
ercise of power to delegate to companies the right to 
choose their officers; and where there was a ques- 
tion presented, as to the right to exercise any pow- 
er, he should always refrain from its exercise. All 
| power was either in the constituted power of a 
| State, or in Congress under the Constitution; and 
| to delegate to a part or putes of the people the 
election of particular officers, which officers Con- 
gress were not authorized to elect, was certainly 
an exercise of power which did not belong to Cou- 
| gress. 

cf He would vote for the amendment of the Sen- 
‘ator from Missouri [Mr. Arcuison,] but not with 
the view of impeding the prosecution of the war 
| with Mexico. He Se eae such an intention; 
| not merely because this bill has been recommended 
_ by the President of the United States, or by the 
| Secretary of War, or because he would oppose a 
resolution coming from that quarter—but he should 
| vote for it, because he thought it was the only way 
by which phey. could carry out the design of the 


President himself, and the design of all of them— 


and 
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and that was, the prosecution of the war with vigor. 
Fxperience had shown that inlistments go on slow- 
. The fact had been adverted to by the Senator 
fromm Missouri, [Mr. Arcuison,} who gave his 
authority for saying, that for a year back there | 
nad been inlisted but about six thousand men, |) 
while at the samé time there was the spectacle ex- | 
iibited to the world of volunteers forcing them- || 
eeives on the Government. This fact alone should 1} 
catisty any man that it was much easier to raise | 
volunteers than regulars, But, besides, they had || 
yel a margin of some seven thousand which the de- || 
sartment had power to inlist into the regular army. 
He believed he was not wrong in the figures, though 
he did not pretend to be very accurate in figures at | 
any time. About seven thousand might be added | 
to the regular army if they could be procured, and 
on the same terms that they accorded to volunteers; 
and he apprehended, when they looked at the fact 
that some thousands of volunteers would be relieved | 
from service by the expiration of their period of || 
service in May or June next, the necessity would 

be seen of wie up in some way the deficiency. 
In one year they inlisted but six thousand men, 
and had a margin of seven thousand to fill up; it 
was not to be expected, then, that they could inlist 
that number between the present time and June 
next. It, however, did not follow, because the 

could not inlist that number of men by this bill 
within the time required, that men could not be |) 
obtained as volunteers. Experience had shown to || 





\| 
| 


the contrary. Experience had shown that the vol- |) 
It called out the || 


unteer service had attractions. 
force of the country, and in emergencies when it 
it was reqnired. 

It had been said that the companies already or- 
ganized as volunteers will enrol themselves in the | 
regular service, and that it would be but a change | 
of name. Sometimes there was nothing in a name; 
hut there were times in which there was much, 
and this was one of them. A citizen did not feel 
that he lost his rights when he volunteered. He 


_THE 


| subject with which this bill was connected. 


He intended, without infrin- 


—for he was not much in the habit of trenching | 


| upon their time—to make a few general remarks, 


as well’upon the bill itself as upon the general | 
The 
idea that they were not to speak their minds—that 
there was something that was to operate as a spe- 


'| cies of gag upon members of that body, he did not 
‘| understand. 


While he would do nothing to throw 
obstructions in the way of the prosecution of this 
war, he would be more cautious sull of hesitating 
to express what he thought lest it might be im- 
puted to him that he was desirous of interposing 
any such obstructions. He would attribute no 
such motive to gentlemen on the other side, and 
what he would not attribute to them he did not 
desire should be attributed to him. Congress had 


|, been called upon for ten thousand regular soldiers, 


to be employed for they knew not how long; and, 


‘| as an incident to that call, they were required to 

|| furnish the Executive with patronage, to what | 
|} amount they could not well determine. 
would be, they were told, some six hundred or | 
|, seven hundred appointments. 
_ been required to authorize some thirty millions of || 


They had already 


| dollars to be borrowed, they knew not where, and 
| to be expended they knew not how. They were 


ealled on in this way to invest in the hands of the 
Executive the control of some seventy-seven 
thousand troops for an indefinite space of time, 


dollars, to be expended at his discretion. 


And here he wished to ask the attention of gen- 
tlemen to the fact, that they were called on to 
legislate away the entire power of the next Con- 


gress, so far at least as applied to its next session— || 


‘ 


to legislate away the entire power of that Congress 
; 


over this entire subject. ‘They were called on, at 


| the rising of this Congress a few weeks hence, to 


did not feel that he had expatriated himself, and || 
merged in the soldier the character of the citizen. 1 
The volunteer was not impelled by the same mo- || 


tive to enter the service as the regular soldier. He | 
volunteered not with a view to pecuniary gain and 
the hope of pecuniary reward. It was not mere 


a different spirit. He volunteered because he fe 


1] 

1] 

| 

employment that he sought. He was actuated by 
t |] 


it to be his duty as a citizen and a patriot to enter || 


the public service. 
emulous of distinction. 
anxious to show to those around him his devotion || 
to his country. He looked not for reward either | 
in money or land. He looked not to the service | 
as a matter of pecuniary gain or loss. He would 
not say that all who entered the regular service | 
were actuated by such motives. There were 
doubtless many in the regular service who were 


actuated by patriotic motives; but experience had || 


shown that where they desired to raise a given | 
force in a given period of time, the appeal must be | 
made to the patriotism of the country. He asked 
how long it would be before this Government could 
bring this force of regulars into the field? He ask- 
ed if they could replace the volunteers whose terms 
would so soon expire, by the inlistment of regulars 
in eighteen months? And, in the meantime, what | 
might be the condition of the country? He doubt- | 
ed not but some might be converted into regu: | 
lar troops, but the number was small. And what 
was the objection to volunteers? What was the | 
objection to the volunteer foree as it now exists, | 
and as it existed in the last’war, and also in the | 


He went because he was || 
He went because he was | 


| 
| 





place in the hands of the Executive thirty millions 
of dollars and seventy thousand troops, placing 


the subject above and beyond the control of the | 
Congress which would meet here in December | 


next—a Congress which, he need hardly say, 


| would, in one of its branches at least, be of a dif- | 
|| ferent complexion, and imbued with different views 


and different notions upon this subject—a Con- 


gress coming fresh from the people, and filled per- | 


haps with more correct views; and yet they would 
be powerless for good or for evil. ‘That Congress 
would have nothing to do but to sit in silence and 
witness the conduct of the Executive in reference 


| to the prosecution of this war; and this was asked, | 


not of their political friends alone, but of the op- 
ponents of the Administration, and upon the pen- 
alty of an imputed charge of treason if they doubt- 
ed or hesitated. They were at all times disposed 
to yield to the reasonable demands—he had almost 
said the unreasonable demands—of the Executive 
in time of war. They had met, with an unanimity 
almost unparalleled, the calls made upon them in 
times past, and they would continue to meet such 
calls as might be made to meet the exigencies of 
the times; but they claimed at least the privilege 
of expressing an opinion upon the subject. Gen- 
tlemen on the other side used this as a convenient 
weapon. The honorable Senator from Michigan 
on two occasions had availed himself of the oppor- 
tunity to vindicate, briefly but emphatically, the 
course of the Administration. And were they to 
remain silent? Were they to be allowed no ex- 
sression of their views at all? The President, by 
fis message, had given them a long vindication of 


war of the Revolution? Engaged for the war, or || his conduct in times past; his friends upon that 


for five years, they become efficient soldiers, and 
forall purposes equal to the regular soldiers. But | 
Uiere was more Of dhivvalry in the volunteer—more | 
of patriotism—and in him was blended more of the 
character of the citizen. 

He, however, had not risen to occupy the time 
of the Senate by making aaa: His object | 
was to explain the reasons for his votes. Having | 
accomplished that object—as gentlemen were im- 
patient to take the vote—he would not go into any | 


consideration respecting the necessity for and jus- | 
tice of this war. In the course of the session he | 





Mr. DAYTON said that he was unable to see 
any good reason why gentlemen who were dis- 
posed to express their views, either upon this bill 
or ta the general subjects connected with it, 
should not do so now. 


might find an occasion to do so. | 
} 
} 








floor, the press, all had vindicated him; and yet | 
they were to be silent! Other gentlemen might || 
speak for themselves, but he wished it to be under- | 
stood that he had no such exuberance of patriotic || 


fervor on an occasion like this, which would lead 
him to vote millions of dollars without expressing 
an opinion, merely because the Executive de- 
manded it. ° : 

The Senator from Michigan had said there was 
no gentleman in this Chamber that could doubt 
there was just cause of war. If that Senator 
meant to say, on looking over the long catalogue 
of grievances, they might fix on some outrage, in 
time past, which, if acted on at the time, might 
have justified a war, he (Mr. D.) would not take 
issue with him; for he would not express an opin- 
ion on a case that he had not carefully examined. 


far as he was able to | But if the Senator from Michigan ‘meant to say 
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judge, it seemed manifestly proper that they should | 
| do so at this time. 
|| ging too much, he trusted, on the time of the Senate 


There | 


|| simple. 


‘| the rights of our own citizens. 


|| then, were the Mexican claims now ? 
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| that at the time it was commenced, there was just 


cause of war, he must beg respectfully to take 


issue with him. The outrages and grievances of 


which complaint was made had been made the 
subject of negotiation time and again. They had 
been treated of. The docket was almost, and 
might have been, but for us, alveady, cleared. But 
after we had laid on our arms so long, and slept 
over these things for a quarter of a century, nego- 
tiating, making treaties, entering into stipulations, 
then to turn upon these things as original griev- 
ances, Was not to be justified. Mexico had not 
denied our claims; she had sim ly neglected to pay 
| an acknowledged debt. And bw long had this 
country held that to be a good cause for war? 
Why, all the nations of Europe have, at some 
time or other, depredated on our commerce. There 
was not one, possessing a marine seaboard, that 
was not liable to the charge—England, France, 
Spain, Holland, and the Dane. ‘There was not 
| one that was not liable to the charge; but we had 
been patient and long-suffering, Yet now, for the 
first time, against a weak republic on our own con- 
tinent, these debts were treated as justifiable cause 
of war! The principle was behind the age. He 
did not believe in it. The cause of this war was 
much nearer at hand. It was obvious. It was 
It consisted of the annexation of Texas, 
and the subsequent order of the President to 
march our army to the Rio Grande, and the placing 
of our cannon so that it could sweep the streets of 


|| the Mexican city of Matamoros. 
and to put into his hands some thirty millions of |) f 

|| to make it? 
|| tution vested the right in Congress, and the Presi- 
|, dent, by involving us in a war, had overrode the 


But if we had cause of war, who had the right 
The President? No. The Consti- 


constitutional power of Congress. 

3ut they were told this was a war for indem- 
| nities, and it was to be prosecuted in defence of 
Now, he begged 
| to submit to gentlemen on the other side of the 
| Chamber, what was now the condition of the 
| Mexican claims? Where are now the treaty stip- 
ulations to pay them? What was the argument 
of gentlemen against the payment of claims for 
French spoliations? Why, they based their argu- 
ments on the ground of a quasi war. Where, 
If the na- 
| tional Jaw were applicable to the French claims, 
these Mexican claims were swept away, and 
| miserable indeed was the chance of payment by 


|| Mexico. 
|| But it was not his purpose to ore much time 
1 


| on these preliminary matters. Though the Presi- 
dent was not the war-making, he was in one sense 
the war-conducting power; and the President was 
here asking for aid to prosecute the war, which he 
intended to carry on vigorously. As, then, the 
country was now involved in war, and their only 
alternative was a vigorous prosecution of that war, 
he wes for placing the means necessary for its prose- 
cution in the hands of the Executive, though he did 
not hesitate distinctly to avow, that if our army 
were on this side of the Rio Grande, he would not 
| vote him one dollar; he would not give him a sin- 
| gle man; but they were in a position that did nat 
/admit of an alternative; they were there by the 
| improper conduct of the Executive, but they were 

there; and it became necessary, therefore, to con- 
sider what the President had done, and what he 
recommended should be done. 

There were four aspects in which the conduct of 
the Administration, in regard to this war, might be 
viewed. The first was political, the second finan- 
cial, and the third and fourth related to the naval 
‘and the military operations. ‘The political part of 
this campaign had already passed. It consisted of 
that admirable specimen of diplomatic ability, by 
which the President succeeded in placing a friend 
in the very heart of Mexico—a man in whose dis- 


; 


|| position to make peace he had the most unbounded 
| 


|| confidence. He had carried out part of Wis cam- 
'| paign to the letter. Santa Ana now occupied the 
|| position that the President intended—that was past. 

ut there was a matter of two millions of dollars 
to be appropriated for some vague object—for the 
purchase, perhaps, of territory; but were they in a 


condition for buying and selling? They were ina 
condition in which war, and war only, could effect 
|| a peace. As for the naval part of the proposition, 
|| there was one matter conneeted with it upon which 
|| he desired to fix the attention of the Senate; it was 
in relation to the recommendation of the Presi- 
dent for the issue of letters of marque and reprisal, 
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He had been surprised that this recommendation 
had received so Jjittle attention, not only at the 
hands of Congress, but of the country. It seemed 


to denounce it. 
would not. 

received might be a most just rebuke, but it de- 
served a rebuke more cniphaile: There was no 
emergency requiring a resort to a privateering sys- 
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| ary orders were in the hands of the general on the || honors and coffined 


They had not acted upon it, nor | 
The silence with which it had been | 


tem; and with our extended seaboard, we should | 


have been the last nation to resort to such a species 
of warfare, either for offence or defence; which had 


been properly denominated a remnant of barbarism | 


and piracy from the days of Grotius down. 


He then gave a history of this privateering sys- | 


‘tem, which, he said, was the legitimate offspring 


of the old corsairs, down through several centu- 
ries, 

He submitted, that a proposition to resort to 
such a system was unworthy of this Government 
and of the age. While we were making advances 
in everything that humanizes and refines and im- 
woves mankind, with what effect could we not 
oe taken another step in advance, by denouncing 
that system of piracy: a step which would have 
made amends for much of the evil that had been 
inflicted on humanity by this war, and for the loss 
of blood and treasure which it had occasioned, 

He examined this subject, and the President’s 


course in relation to it, at some length, and in | 


terms of reprobation. 

lie next proceeded to the military part of this 
campaign. He held the President responsible for 
the plan of the campaign. ‘The Senator from Mis- 
souri had told him that the President could not 


command in person; that he could not issue orders | 


here to be obeyed there; that there had been no 
instance, since the time of Eugene of Savoy, of a 
Cabinet council controlling a campaign. Sir, the 
Earl of Chatham lived after Eugene of Savoy; he 
was not only a man, but the man of the next gen- 


eration; and I need not say here that his dictates | 


governed the military movements of the armies of 
England, in Continental Europe, in Canada, in 
hither and further India, and throughout the world. 
tut we have about as much right to look fora 
Chatham in council now as to look for a Eugene 
of Savoy in the field. 


There was no difficulty about the plan of a cam- | 


paign being determined upon here. They had had 
the project of a campaign prepared by the Senator 
from Missouri, of which he had given them but 
an indistinct view, but which, when given to the 
world, he had no doubt would be found to be 
marked with the characteristics of that Senator— 
boldness and originality. But when was this plan 
of a campaign called for? It was called for after 
the work was done: after the army had been scat- 
tered and divided, a column here and a column 
there; after rivers of blood had flowed in this 
ineffectual campaign just before the session of 
Congress, and almost simultaneously with tfe re- 
commendation for the appointment of a lieutenant 
general to command the army in Mexico. To 
whom was that plan submitted ? 


Was it not ac- | 


companied with the understanding that its author | 


was to carry it into effect? But this Government 
was apprized long ago, by the commander of the 


troops in Mexico, if they were to rely upon the | 


authenticity of a letter which had recently been || 


published, and the facts stated in that letter, which 
facts had not been denied by the organ of the Gov- 
ernment here; if they were to rely upon those facts, 
the Government was apprized long ago, by the 
pean in command, that the campaign could not 
ve conducted any further upon the plan which they 
were pursuing; that the only mode by which they 
could carry out this plan of conquering a peace 
was to take the main route from 
capital. 

3ut what was that plan thus submitted to the 
President and rejected, because they had rejected 
the bill which lay at the foundation of its being 
carried into effect? They knew nex what the plan 
was, but they were told it was not to interfere with 
the fighting vocation of the general in command. 
It was to supply, not a fighting general, but a 
thinking general—not balls, but brains. 

Mr. D. would not, however, spend more time 
on this plan, but proceed to other topics, and he 


era Cruz to the | 
| march an army across the prairies, where there 
| were no military posts, nor supply trains to cut 
What did they there, unless the intention | 





thought he saw clearly how an effort was made | 
by the Administration to shrink from the just re- || 


sponsibility for its measures. There was a time, 


he remembered, not far gone by, when discretion- | 


t 


i 


| Rio Grande—in those days of anticipated disaster 
_which preceded the unlooked-for victories which 
to have fallen dead at its birth; but he was there | 


occurred. If at that time disaster had come, was 
from all responsibility, and that it should fall on 
the general in command? Well, if the general 
had the responsibility, he (Mr. D.) did not intend 
that he should be without means. And he did not 
mean that the President should shield himself from 


his just responsibility, by saying that he had not 
| been furnished with the means, and he would 


therefore grant him the supplies he asked for. He 
had had ability enough, just ability enough, to get 
us into this war, but not ability enough to prose- 


| cute it with advantage, or to bring it to an honora- 


ble termination. Where was all this to end? He 
could see in the dim vista of the future, when he 
looked at the address of the Mexicon general and 
the decree of the Mexican Congress—he could see 
what seemed to him to be an abyss which no man 
could fathom—a bottomless pit, which would swal- 
low up all the means which they thought fit to 
grant, and he very much feared it would swallow 
up the Administration which had digged it. 

What were the plans of the campaign? And 
what were the results to be accomplished? Mexico 
was suffering less by her defeats than we by our 
victories. Our loss of men by battle and the cli- 
mate was, when compared to hers, as five to one; 
and our expense was exceeding hers by millions. 


By our plan of the campaign we have got a worth- | 


less foothold on Mexican territory. Our army 
pays for all it consumes, and thereby becomes the 
best market that Mexico ever had. 
suggested that we should enforce contributions 


from the Mexicans; but he thought the days of | 


| tribute were gone by. Was it intended to plunder 


Mexican churches and seize on private property? 
Was that the system to be pursued? 
would justify all that had been said, and it would 
be a war of races and extermination. We have 
invaded Canada, but then the first thing we did was 


to proclaim that private property was safe. Great | 


Britain invaded us, but when was it that war had 
been prosecuted in the form now suggested? He 
admitted that Napoleon violated this principle, but 


| his conduct had never been held to be a precedent 


settling the rule of national law; on the contrary, 
on the return of the Bourbons, they claimed ex- 
emption from all damages by reason of his pro- 
cedure. Mr. D. begged again to say that he hoped 
the days of tribute and plunder were gone by. 
They must pay for what they got in Mexico, and 
they could get but little even then for the support 
of our army, for the material was not there; and 
what, then, was the profit of their hold on that 
distant territory ? 

But he begged to call the attention of the Senate 


to another view in reference to the origin and plan | 


of this campaign. If it had been a campaign to 
compel a peace, it would have been very different 
in all its forms. But it was not a plan to secure a 


peace: it was a plan simply for acquisition. Ac- | 


quisition was the end, and peace the means. The 
acquisition of California was clearly and manifestly 
an end contemplated. The President said the war 
was not carried on in a spirit of aggrandizement; 
but look to the documents, and they prove the 
matter as clear as light. The inlistment of Steven- 


' son’s New York regiment was conclusive on that 


_ climate and by battle. 


point. But beyond this there were numerous other 
documents which settled the matter, and placed it 


beyond controversy. __ 
n support of this position Mr. D. read numerous | 
| extracts from the published correspondence of the | 


departments with 
brick, General Kearny, and others. 
He continued. If this were not the object, why 


off? 
was to seize and hold the peer He made no 
retensions to a knowledge of military tactics, but 


e could see how the plan of the campaign had | 
He could see that our soldiers | 


been carried out. 
have crossed the desert, and had braved death b 


stormed, and yet the question recurs: Cui bono? It 
was evident a lieutenant general was wanted in the 


Cabinet, and not in the field. They wanted a 
sy of a campaign which, when carried out, would 


productive of something more than barren | 


It had been | 


If so, they | 


ommodores Stockton and Shu- 


y | the United States in 
They have won every field | 


| they have contesied, gained every height they have 
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; bones. Let the plan of the 
campaign be a prudent one, and then let me 
supplied to carry it on. 


|to vote for the amendment of the Sen 
it intended that the President should be relieved | 








an we 
He was willing irionasi 
Alor froy 
‘| Missouri, [Mr. Arcuison,] and if that hy . 
| he would vote for the bill. mm 
Mr. ATCHISON rose to explain some remark 
| heretofore made by him, which he had been E 
| formed were liable to misconstruction. What i 
| had intended to say was, that a very large pro i 
‘| tion of the soldiers in the regular army ah 

eigners. And he further stated that he did yo, 
| believe that the material of the regular army ae 
| equal to the volunteer force. At the same time hp 
‘| believed that the foreigner in the regular army Was 

of the same material as the native American, 4; 
| the battles of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palm 
|he was informed, and he believed the return, 
| showed, that there was a larger proportion of fo». 

eigners killed and wounded than native Ameri. 
j;cans. He was told that of the charge of Captain 
| May, which was made with eighty men, seventy. 
‘| six were foreigners. He wished to be understood 
| then, as not desiring to disparage them, either 9. 
soldiers or as citizens generally. He had read 
| from a list of deserters which showed the fact that 
| the larger number were foreigners, to show tha 
| greater reliance could be placed on volunteers t) 
on regular soldiers. 

Mr. JARNAGIN rose and said, he very seldom 
| occupied much of the time of the Senate in debate 
for he contented himself with a silent vote: but 
feeling it to be his duty on this occasion to yote 
| for the amendment of the Senator from Missouri, 
he claimed the indulgence of the Senate while he 
gave his reasons for the vote he should give. (Ad- 
journ, adjourn.) He had no objections to the 
adjournment, if Senators desired it. However, 
\| perhaps it would be desirable first to go into exec- 
utive session, and he therefore made that motion. 

Mr. BENTON hoped the motion would not be 
agreed to. 

Mr. BREESE called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. JARNAGIN said he would not allow him- 
'| self to be put in a false position by that motion. 
| He had made it at the suggestion of others, but as 
| it was objected to, he would withdraw it and go 

on. 
| He had before remarked that he had voted for 
| all propositions to furnish money or men since the 
| war commenced, and that he recognised the war as 
| having been commenced by Mexico. He had done 
ie from a sense of duty; but when he had done 


alma, 


an 





that, he had not made himself a slave to vote for 
all other propositions that might hereafter be pre- 
sented. e felt that he had a right to determine 
for himself what means he should vote to put into 
the hands of the President, and what rights he 
intended to exercise. He knew it had been said, 
and he felt the force of it, that we must give the 
Administration all the means the Administration 
asks. But before he voted blindly he must be 
pardoned if he paused. 

And now as to these ten regiments. Had any 

entleman given any reasons for them? Yes. 

hat was the reason? Solely and alone, that, 
owing to the terms of service, volunteers were 
more expensive than regulars. No other reason 
had been given to his knowledge, either here or 
elsewhere. It had been judicially decided that the 
Government had the power to receive the services 
of volunteers, and therefore he would not occupy 
any time on that point, but go at once to the fact 
that we are ina war and must have peace. What, 
then, was the most eligible means to attain that 
|end? He held a vigorous prosecution of the war 
to be the only means, and under that impression 
|| he had uniformly acted heretofore, voting all the 
‘| means asked for, whether men or money. : 
|| Mr. J. here paused for a moment, and then said: 
I will be silent, Mr. President, until I can hear my 
| own voice. I do not desire that others should hear 
it, but I do desire to hear it myself. ‘ 
The PRESIDING OFFICER having obtained 
| 


order— 

Mr. JARNAGIN proceeded. The Congress of 
ay last declared its purpose 
in recognising a war with Mexico. And what 
was that purpose? To promote a speedy and 
successful termination of the war. Not only suc- 
|| cessful, but a speedy termination of the war. How 
|| faithfully that had been carried out he would not 
|| say; but at the nt session, after they had 
voted all the money and troops that were asked 


| 


| 
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for, they were called upon for ten regiments more | 
of the same character. No, pardon him, not of the | 
same, but of a different character. And why was || 
this? Was there any nt in the volunteer || 
troops? If it were true that t 1e regular troops | 
were more efficient for the prosecution of this war, || 


he desired permission to inquire how it happened || leaves a home behind him to which he expects to || 
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that would inlist from patriotic motives, to fight the | 
battles of their country, where was the difference ? 
He took it for granted that there was not one such 
man that would inlist that would not volunteer, 
while there were hundreds of thousands that would 
volunteer that never would inlist. A volunteer 
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ore 


from the army for that snug periodical. In his 
report of yesterday's proceedings in this House, he 
| has put into my mouth these words: 
“He (Mr. Wick) was ready to vote for the most extrava- 
gant measures which the Administration might recommend, 
it they were necessary to sustain the Democratic party.”’ 


I neither said what is thus attributed to me, nor 


that during the long session, from the 9th of May || return, but the man who inlists in the regular army |) anything like it, to excuse a blunder so atrocious. 


to the hour of adjournment, it never occurred to || 
the Administration to call for regular troops. Not || 
even in December last were they called for, as || 
was proved by the extracts which had been read || 
by the Senator from Missouri. The volunteers || 
had done all they were desired to do; they had 


looks ahead only. It is his expectation to live and | 
die inthearmy. They had been told to be jealous | 
of standing armies. 
number of which they were to be jealous as the | 
distinct class of which it was constituted—a class 
having separate interests from the citizens. And 


But it was not so much the }| 


The SPEAKER, by general consent, laid before 
the House the following communications: 

I. A message from the President of the United 
States, prepared in compliance with a resolution of 
the House of Representatives of the 7th instant, 
requesting the President **to furnish the House 


conquered wherever they had gone; how then was || yet it was on such a body that they were told | ‘with a statement showing the whole amount al- 


it that they were now found to be inefficient, and || 
that it was necessary to change them? How was | 
it that their services were to be dispensed with and || 
ten regiments of regulars substituted? Now these || 
troops were, or they were not, wanted. If more \ 
men were necessary, and the Administration said | 
so, he was ready to vote them. If they had been | 
too sparing, he was ready to vote one hundred 
thousand or one hundred and fifty thousand men | 
to prosecute the war to a successful termination. | 
But no snch reasons had been assigned by the Ad- 
ministration. They were told that their victories 
had been achieved by the citizen soldiers, but they || 
did not suit the purposes of the Administration, | 
and they must have the regular army. Why? | 

But it was said we should vote these ten regi- | 
ments for another reason: the President has re- | 
commended it, and we should not put him ina}, 
position to say that he had the responsibility of | 
conducting the war, and Congress would not give || 
him what he desired to conduct it successfully. |) 
Why, then, if the President should ask for five || 
hundred thousand men to be recruited during the || 
recess of the Senate, on the plea that they were | 
more efficient, and could be brought into a greater || 
state of subordination, his friends would be ready | 
to vote them. No, they would not. Then they || 
repudiate the idea that they were to concur in all |} 
that the President asks, and vote him supplies || 
blindly. Give the President all he asks! And | 
what is that?) The patronage of ten additional | 





to rely, because they were more subordinate— 
because they expected to live and die in the army, 
expecting no future home. Let it be borne in mind 


that, at the end of five years, all these officers were || 


to be disbanded, were to return home with the men 


they commanded. Would not their conduct, there- || 
fore, to their men be of a different characer, when | 


their political prospects, for all future time, de- 


pended on their treatment of the soldiers under || 
their command? Most assuredly it would. Where | 


then was the difference? The one class of troops 
they could get, and the other they could not. The 


influences were the same in both cases; the prin- | 


ciple of subordination was the same. But if they 
could get regulars, they would get a class of men 
with no sympathies in common with the people. 
For one, he said, God forbid that this country 
should ever depend on the * jail birds” of the old 
world. We cannot rely on such men. He con- 
curred with the President of the United States, 
when he said it was cause of congratulation that 


the experiment which had been made had been so | 


successful, and that the volunteer soldiers were 
always ready and efficient in maintaining the dig- 
nity of the country. But if that were so, why 
change them? Why trust the liberties of the 
people in the hands of a separate and a distinct 


class, having no feelings in common with the | 


country which they had to defend? He would not 
raise his hand against a foreigner’s entering the 
service of the United States; but why resort to 


regiments. Why, they had been told that we had || such means, when, so long as the honor of the 


two species of enemies in this country, one a for- |, 
eign enemy, and another at home. Surely these |, 
volunteers fight well enough. They conquer wher- || 
ever they meet the enemy. But perhaps it was |; 
desired to place a recruiting officer in every village, || 
not to obtain soldiers for the Mexican war, but for || 
the campaign of 1848. If it were so, he was op- 
posed to it. We will conquer the foreign enemy 
first. We will compel Mexico to sue for peace, 
on terms of which he should judge at the proper 
time. He saw in this bill, however, evidence that 
these officers were to be put on recruiting stations, 
and not sent against the enemy in Mexico, nor 
could these ten regiments be raised in less than 
twelve or eighteen months. If any one expected | 
they could be raised sooner, he was mistaken. 
ut a sovereign remedy had been suggested by | 

the Senator from Michigan, (Mr. Cass.] It wasa 
ag which he said was resorted to in the last war, 
y which every person who could influence suffi- 
cient to form aregiment was commissioned as colo- 
nel, lieutenant colonel, &c., according to his suc- 
cess, and the army was to be filled up with volun- 
teers of thissort. What, then, would be the differ- 
ence between the army so constituted and the army 
as it was constituted in May last? They got the 
same officers for the same length of service. There 
was one very essential difference, and that was the 
transfer of the patronage of the appointments to 
the President, from the men who were to be com- 
manded with whom the appointments should re- 
main, so that the ‘‘ sovereign remedy’”’ of the Sen- 





| be passed. 
| debate, they 


country was involved, they could appeal success- 
fully to the patriotism of volunteers? When 
they were engaged in a war which was sustained 
by the moral sense of the community, they would 
always find the volunteer ready to march against 
the enemy. Inthe one case, they were mere ma- 
chines, with no heart, no soul; while in the other, 
they were men prompted by feelings of patriotism. 
He preferred that species of soldier. The country 
was safer in their hands, than in the hands of regu- 
lar troops—mere machines. 

He now begged permission to proceed to notice 
some other points which suggested themselves to 
his mind. 

A SENATOR asked the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee to give way for a motion to adjourn, 

Mr. JARNAGIN assented, and an adjournment 


| was moved. 


Mr. BENTON appealed to the Senate to post- 
pone all further debate on this bill, that it might 
If gentlemen desired to continue the 
would have an opportunity to do so 
| on another bill which had come to them from the 
House of Representatives on the subject of bounty 
lands. This bill might be divested of all amend- 
ments now pending, and they might be revived 
when the other bill came under consideration, and 
this bill would no longer be delayed in its passage. 

Mr. ATCHISON suggested that the army bill 
should be laid aside and the land bill be taken up. 

Mr. BENTON could not assent to this bill being 
laid aside nen more. 





ator from Michigan was volunteers, whom that 
Senator would not trust with these appointments, 
preferring to give them to the President. Suppose 
itshould so happen that the men for these ten regi- 
ments should not be raised by June next, when the 
term of service‘of the volunteers will expire, what 
was to be done? Call out volunteers was the an- 
swer. Well, but if they are inefficient, why call 
out volunteers when the desire of the Administra- 
tion is to prosecute the war to a “‘ successful ter- 
mination ?”* He had no idea that these ten regi- 
ments would be inlisted, unless it was of men whe 
desired to be put in situations in which they could 
lose their personal identity—who desired to go into 
the army asa place of refuge. If there were any | 


A SENATOR inquired if the motion to adjourn, 
which was not debatable, was not in order? 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
adjourn, by yeas and nays, and they resulted thus: 
Yeas 26, nays 23. 

The Senate then adjourned. 

| 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, January 27, 1847. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. WICK rose, and, by leave of the House, 


said: Mr. Speaker, the reporter of the Baltimore 
be an imaginative individual, of the 
same genus with the gentleman who writes letters 


Sun seems 


‘lowed and paid at the treasury during the year 

‘ending 30th June, 1846, for postages of the Exec- 
|| ‘utive departments of the Government, and for the 
‘ several officers and persons authorized by the act 
* approved 3d March, 1846, to send or receive mat- 
‘ter through the mails free, including the amount 
_* allowed or allowable, if charged in the postages 
|| of any officers or agents, military, naval, or civil, 
‘employed in or by any of said departments.”’ 
Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Il. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
|| transmitting, in compliance with the 11th section 
|| of the act of August 26, 1842, a statement of the 
|, names of clerks and other persons employed in 
|| the Treasury Department during the past year, 
with’ the sums paid to each. Laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

‘| IIL. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
| transmitting, in compliance with the 20th section 
| of the act of the 26th of August, 1842, a detailed 
statement of the manner in which the contingent 
| fund of the Treasury Department has been ex- 
{| ena during the year ending the 30th of Septem- 
er last; and also of the southeast Executive build- 
| ing. Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
| IV. A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, 
| transmitting, in compliance with the provisions of 
|| the act of March 3d, 1809, an abstract of expen- 
|| ditures under the head of contingent expenses of 
|| the Navy Department for the year ending the 30th 
|| September, 1846. Laid on the table, and ordered 
| to be printed. 
| V. A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, 
| transmitting, in pursuance of the acts of April 2i, 
1808, and March 3d, 1809, a statement of contracts 
| 
| 


| 
} 
| 





|| made by the Bureau ef Provisions and Clothing, 
in behalf of the Navy Department, for ‘* supplies 
| for the navy” during the fiscal year ending the 
|| 30th of June, 1847. Laid on the table, and order- 
| ed to be printed. 
VI. A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, 
transmitting, in compliance with the act of the 26th 
| of August, 1842, and a resolution of the House of 
Representatives of January 13, 1846, a statement 
showing the names of clerks and other pers®ts 
employed in the Navy Department during the 
| yea? 1846, the sum paid to each, and the residence 
| of each at the time of his appointment. Laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

VII. A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting, in pursuance of the act of May 1, 1820, a 
report showing the balances of Ng in 
the Treasury on the Ist of July, 1845; the appro- 
priations made for the fiscal year, (1845-6;) the re- 
payments and transfers in that year; the amount 
applicable to the service of the years 1845-6; the 
amounts drawn by requisition from the Treasury 
in the same time; and, finally, the balances on the 
| Ist of July, 1846, with the dates of such appro- 
|| priations as have remained unexpended for more 
| than two years after the expiration of the calendar 
| year in which they were passed. Laid on the 
| table, and ordered to be printed. 





Mr. ‘THOMAS B. KING, from the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, reported the following joint 
resolution: 

Resolved, §c., That the President of the United States is 
hereby authorized and requested to cause suitable gold and 
silver medals to be prepared and presented to the officers 
and men belonging or attached to the French, British, and 
Spanish ships-of-war, in the harbor of Vera Cruz, who so 
gallantly, and at the imminent peril of their lives, aided in 
rescuing from a watery grave many of the officers and crew 
of the United States brig Somers. 

The resoiution was read three timés and passed, 
and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 


Mr. ROBERT SMITH (by leave) presented 
certain resolutions of the Legislature of Illinois, 


asking donations of land for the establishment of 
township libraries; and also asking appropriations 
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berland road. 

Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON (by leave) offered 
the following resolution, which was read and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be, and 
they are hereby, requested and instructed to take into con- 


establish the Smithsonian Institution for the imecrease and 


regetits and other officers of said tnstitution; and that they 


created by said third section are civil offices in the meaning 
of the Constitution of the United States; and that said com- 
mittee report the result of their deliberation to this House 
at the earliest moment practicable. 

Mr: GARRETT DAViS asked leave to offer 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President inform this House 
whether the United States have any diplomatic rep- 
resentative to the Government of Mexico; if not, 
when they ceased to have such representative; and 
if the United States have such representative, who 
he is, and what compensation he receives. 

The resolution being objected to— 

Mr. DAVIS moved to postpone the special or- 
der to enable him to offer the resolution. 

The House refused to postpone the special order. 

Mr. GEORGE 8S. HOUSTON, from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, reported a bill making 
appropriations for the service of the Post Office 


Read and committed, 
Mr. SEAMAN moved for the printing of two 


New York, and the other from the Irish Emigrant 
Society of the same city, which had been present- 
ed by his colleague [Mr. Macray] under the rule. 
Mr. CHAPMAN rose and objected. 
Mr. SEAMAN said he hoped that the House 
would consent to the printing of these memorials; 
they were very short, and were in the nature of re- 


State of New York. 
fore the Senate, and a bill had been reported in 


that body for its repeal,and would soon come to be | 
acted on in this House, it was therefore manifestly | 


memorials, one from the Chamber of Commerce of 


proper that the House should have these remon- | 


strances before them before action upon that bill. || 


‘The memorial of the pilots for the repeal of the law 
had been printed. The Chamber of Commerce, as 
was well known, consisted of some of the most 
respectable merchants of the city of New York; 
and the trish Emigrant Societ 
m its deeds of benevolence. He hoped the print- 
ing would be ordered; the memorials were both 
very short. 

The motion to print was rejected. 

Mr. SEAMAT 
the memorialists would now understand the im- 
portance of petitioning this House. 


the memorial of the Society of Friends, of Indiana, 
in yearly meeting assembled, praying the adoption 
of such measures as will effect a speedy termina- 
tion of the war with Mexico. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 


BOUNTY LANDS TO THE ARMY. 


On motion of Mr. BOYD, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole (Mr. McC.et- 


LAND in the chair) on the bill to increase the pay 
of the Army. 

The question pending when the committee rose 
yesterday was on agreeing to the amendment offer- 
ed by Mr. Reto, as follows: 

“Sere. 2. Be it further enacted, That each private, non- 
commissioned otheer, and musician, who shall have been 
received into the service of the United States sinee the com- 
meneement of the war with Mexico for fess than twelve 
months, and shall lmve served for such term, or until hon- 
erably discharged, shall be entitled to reeeve a warrant for 
cighty aeres of land, which may be subject to private entry; 
and in the event of the death of such volunteer during bis 
term of service, or after an honorable discharge, but before 
tie passage of this act, then the warrant for such land shail 
issue to the wife, child, or children, if there be any, and if 
none, then to the father, and if there be no father, then to 
the mother of such deceased volunteer.” 


Mr. REID modified his amendment this morn- 
ing, by adding thereto the following proviso; 
« Provided, That nothing contained in this section shall be 


construed to give bounty land to such volunteers as were | 
accepted into service and discharged without being marched |, without first making oath 


to the seat of war.”’ 


. > " , : 
The amendment was agreed to: Ayes 95, noes || the location of the warrant, at which time, should the land 


not counted, 


was second to none 


sideration the third section of an act entitled “An act to | 


diffusion of Knowledge among men,’ approved on the 10th | 
day of August, 1246, which provides for the appointment of 


report to this House whether, in their opinion, the offices | 


Department for the year ending June 30th, 1848. | 


} 


monstrances against a repeal of the pilot law of the | 
As that subject was now be- | 


1 
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section of the substitute, by adding the following 
proviso, which was disagreed to: 


for the contavention and completion of the Cum- || Mr. STEWART moved to amend the second 


/ 
“ Provided, That all persons entitled to warrants under 


this act shall have u rigiit to exchange the same for scrip at 
the rate of gl 25 per acre, to be received in payment for land 
at the land offices of tie United States, at par.” 


Mr. McHIENRY moved to amend the second 
section of the substitute, by adding at the end 
thereof the following, which was disagreed to: 

“ Or upon its being shown upon the returns to the proper 
Office that hie is entitied to such discharge; and to prevent 
any misconstruction, it is hereby declared, that when the 
returns show any One entitied to a discharge, it shall be deem- 


ed anu henorable discharge, unless the contrary appear in the 
return.” 


Mr. CUMMINS moved to amend the second 


section of the substitute by adding, after the wordg 


** non-commissioned officer,” the words ** who has 
served since the first day of May, 1846.”’ It would 
then read ‘that each private soldier, musician, and 
non-commissioned officer, who has served since the 
first day of May, 1846, is now serving, or shall 
serve,’ &c. Avreed to. 


Mr. JAMES THOMPSON moved to amend 


the fourth section of the substitute so as to embrace | 
in its provisions ‘ those who have been killed or 


| died in the regular or volunteer service of the Uni- 
ted States since the first day of May last.”? Agreed 
| to. 
| Mr. CUMMINS moved to strike out the pro- 
viso of the fifth section, viz: 
* Provided, That all bountics of land granted by this act 


shall be located in such district or districts as shall be here- 
alter set apart by law for that purpose.” 


Disagreed to. 


Mr. McHENRY moved to amend the proviso 
of the fifth section (the proviso which Mr. Cum- 
mins moved to strike out) by striking out all after 
the word “located,’? and inserting ‘*upon any 
lands subject to private entry at the date of the 


warrant or the time of its location, and shall be | 


located within two years from its date.’’ 
agreed to. 


Mr. CUMMINS moved to strike out all after the 


Dis- 


enacting clause of the fifth section, and insert the | 


following; which was disagreed to: 


That the child or children, if there be any, but if there | 


be no child or children, then the father, and if the father be 
dead, then the mother, and if there be no child or children, 


| father or mother, then the next of kin of the blood of any 


non-commissioned officer, musician, or private, of the army 
of the United States, or militia or volunteers serving imsaid 
army, and who are embraced in any of the preceding parts 
of this act, who may be killed in battle or die in the service 
during the existing war with Mexico, shall be entitled to a 
warrant from the United States for one hundred and sixty 
acres of land, and shall be entitled to locate the same upon 


|| any lands of the United States subject to private entry at 


said he had done his duty, and | 


the time said warrants may be located, in the same manner 
the non-commissioned officer, musician, and private, could 


|| have done, if living, according to the several provisions of 


i 


j 
j 
j 
! 
| 
j 


j 
j 
| 
i 
| 


i 





this act: Provided, always, That the widow of any non- 


|| commissioned officer, musician, or private, who may be 


Mr. CALEB B. SMITH, by leave, pres@ted | 


|| killed in battle or die in the service as aforesaid, shall in all 


cases be entitled to have and enjoy a life estate in the land 
aforesaid, for which their respective husbands may have 
served, which said condition granting a life estate to the 
widow aforesaid shall in all cases be expressed in the patent 
issued upon any of the warrants last aforesaid: Provided, 
also, That all warrants’ issued under the provisions of this 
act shall be located within two years from the date of said 
warrants respectively. 

“ Sec. 6. sind be it further enacted, That the land warrants 
provided for by this act, and issued under the provisions of 
the same, shall not be assignable, negotiable, or in any man- 
ner transferable; and all assignments, sales, transfers, or 
conveyances of any of said warrants, or of any interest, right, 
property, or estate in the same, of in or to any land upon 
which the same may be located, and also all bargains, con- 
tracts, or agreements for the sale, transfer, or encumbrance 
of any of said warrants, or any interest in the same, or of 
any land upon which any of said warrants may be located, 
or-of any right, interest, property, or estate in or to any of 
said and, made or entered into prior to the time said war- 
rants shall have been located, and patents issued thereon, 
shall be held and considered to be, and the same are hereby 


| declared to be, null and void. 


“ Sec. 7. and be it further enacted, That neither the war- 
rants aforesaid, nor the luands upon which the same may be 
located, nor any interest or estate therein, shall be liable to 
be taken in execution or sold, on account of any debt, fine; 
or amercement contracted or incurred by non-commission 
officers, musicians, or privates, their widows, or heirs, afore- 
said, prior to the date of the patents issued to them respec- 
tively, in manner aforesaid.”? 


Mr. FRIES offered the following as.an additional 


| section, which was disagreed to: 


“ That no individual shall be permitted to locate more than 
two warrants, except those who have inherited the same, 
before a proper officer, of their 
intention to settle upon and improve the same ; and that the 
patent for such land shall not be issued until four years after 
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| not be occupied and improved, it shall revert to the Govern- |: 


E. 
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ment, unless the warrant is held by the persot, we ae 
heirs, for whose benefit it was issued.” » OF his Lega 


Mr. WHITE moved to strike out the two last 


lines of the proviso to the fifth section. Disagreed 
to. 


Mr. POLLOCK offered the following as adj. 


tional sections: 


And be it further enacted, That the provisions of this act, 
so far as they relate to the granting of bounty jands, be and 
the same are hereby, extended to the officers and s0l ery 
who served in the campaigns against the Indians under Gen 
erals George Rogers Clark, Arthur St. Clair, Harmar and 
Wayne, or either of them, and who were honorably dis 
charged ; and to the widow, if there be one, and if there be 
no widow, then to the child or children, of such officer 
soldier serving as aforesaid, who may have been killed in 
battle or died in said service, or who may have been honor 
ably discharged from said service. ‘ 

“ And be it further enacted, That the provisions of this act 
so far as they relate to the granting of bounty lands, be, and 
the same are hereby, extended to the officers and soldiers 
whether regulars, militia, or volunteers, who may haye 
served at least six months in the late war with Great Brit. 
ain, and been honorably discharged, and to the widow if 
there be one, and if there be no widow, then to the child or 
children, of such officer and soldier serving as aforesaid, why 
may have been killed in battle or died in the service, or who 
having been honorably discharged, has since died.” ; 


The question was taken separately on these two 
sections; and they were disagreed to. 


Mr. GENTRY offered the following as an addi- 
tional section: 

“ Be it further enacted, That the sum of five hundred thou- 
sand dollars be and the same is hereby appropriated, which 
shall be applied by the Secretary of War to provide for the 
coufort of discharged soldiers who may be landed at New 
Orleans, so disabled by sickness or wounds received in the 
service, as to be unable to proceed to their homes, and to 
furnish means{to forward destitute soldiers to their homes,” 

Mr. GENTRY said he knew debate was out of 
order, but he hoped the committee would permit a 
letter to be read which communicated the informa- 
tion which induced him to offer that amendment. 
If the committee would hear that letter read, it 
would be seen by all that the appropriation was 
demanded by every principle of humanity, and 
that no appropriation of an equal amount could 
prevent as much human misery. 

Objection being made on the left of the chair— 

The CHAIRMAN ruled that the letter could 
not be read. . 

The amendment was disagreed to. 


Mr. POLLOCK again offered the last section of 
his amendment. Disagreed to. 


Mr. MORRIS offered the following as an addi- 
tional proviso; which was disagreed to: 


“< Provided further, That any person who may be entitled 
to bounty land under the provisions of this act may enter 
any quarter section of land belonging to the United States 
subject to entry, for the purpose of settlement by himself, 
and so soon as satisfactory evidence is made to the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office that any person had en- 
tered and occupied any such land for the space of five years, 
such person shail be entitled to, and shall receive a patent 
for the same.” 


Mr. JACOB THOMPSON offered an amend- 
ment (a copy of which could not be obtained) to 
come in as an additional section. 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 
order. 


Mr. RATHBUN offered the following amend- 


ment as an additional section: 


‘<In order to do directly what is by this bill done indi- 
rectl 
“ Be it further enacted, That the section of the bill pro- 
viding for the issue of treasury notes, pledging the proceeds 
of the public lands for the redemption thereof, or for the 
payment of the principal and interest ef the loan provided 
for in said bill, be and the same is herehy repealed.” 


The CHAIRMAN ruled this amendment out of 
order. 


Mr. EWING, of Tennessee, moved the follow- 
ing amendment as an additional section : 


“< And be it further enacted, That the sum of $400,000 be 
and the same is hereby appropriated, whieh shall be ‘ 
by the Secretary of War to provide for the comfort ¢ dis- 
oun soldiers who may be landed at New Orleans so dis- 
abled by sickness or wounds received in the service as 10 
be unable to proceed to their homes, and to furnish means 
to forward destitute soldiers to their homes.” 


Agreed to.by tellers: ayes 81, noes 58. 


Mr. WASHINGTON HUNT offered the fol- 
lowing amendment as an additional section, which 


was disagreed to: 


“ And be it further enacted, That each commissioned offi- 
cer, non-commissioned officer, and soldier of the old fourth 
regiment of United States infantry, who served. any 
part of the late war with Great Britain, and was 
discharged, and who has not received a bounty in land from 
the United States, snaii be allowed, under such regniations 
as shall be by the Secretary of the ' 


sone 
hundredand sixty acres of land as. bounty from the 
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